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THE  FATHER  OF  THE  FAITHFUL ligion,  amidst  the  general  ap- 
OFFERING  THE  HEIR  OF  FRO- 1  pFoaching  dercHction  of  primitive 

truth,  called  him  from  his  native 
country  into  a  strange  land,  that 
he  might  establish  among  his  de¬ 
scendants  a  holv  nation,  wherein 
to  preserve  the  purity  of  his 
worship,  and  the  knowledge  of 
his  law.  Here  he.  was  destined 
to  be  the  head  and  example  of 
all  believers,  who  should,  through 
him,  receive  the  doctrine  of  the 
unity  and  perfection  of  the  divine 
nature,  and  be  led  to  look  for  the 
appearance,  in  due  time,  of  the 
future  Saviour  of  the  human  race. 
The  name  of  his  native  city,  LV, 
which,  in  the  Chaldee,  we  are 
told,  signifies  the  city  of  Jirty 
seems  to  indicate  it  to  have  been 
a  celebrated  seat  of  that  idolatry 
which  at  length  became  universal 
in  the  east,  the  worship  of  fire, 
as  a  symbol  of  the  sun,  which 
was  itself  the  symbol  of  the  active 
and  vivifying  power  of  nature 


MiSEjAT  THE  COMMAND  OF  GOD. 

The  design  of  this  Essay  is  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  command  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  Gen.  xxii.  2. — “  Take 
now  thy  son,  thine  only  son 
Isaac,  whom  thou  lovest,  and 
get  thee  into  the  land  of  Moriah, 
and  offer  him  there  for  a  burnt- 
offering  upon  one  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  which  I  w’ill  tell  thee  of.’' 

The  illustration  of  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  command  requires  to  be 
introduced  by  some  prefatory  re¬ 
marks  on  the  history  of  the  w  orld, 
and  the  designs  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  at  the  period  in  which  this 
holy  patriarch  lived.  In  that 
age  the  pious  traditions  of  Noah, 
the  great  progenitor  of  the  post¬ 
diluvian  world,  were  beginning  to 
pass  into  oblivion,  or  were  great- 


ly  adulterated  from  the  purity  of  I  which  gives  life  to  all  things, 
their  original  fountain,  by  the  ad- j  From  this  seducing  worship,  the 
mixture  of  idolatrous  fables  ;  and  j  least  absurd  of  all  the  forms  of 
the  nations  were  fast  sliding  into  !  idolatry  which  have  ever  existed, 
that  corruption  of  manners  which  Ithis  illustrious  man  retired,  at  the 
was  the  natural  consequence  of i  command  of  God. 
their  profound  ignorance,  and  |  But,  that  he  might  be  rendered 
their  absurd  polytheism.  Al-  j  worthy  of  the  high  honours  des- 
mighly  God,  that  he  might  form  ■  lined  for  him  in  the  purposes  of 
in  the  family  of  this  venerable  j  heaven,  of  being  the  father  of 
man  a  depository  of  the  true  the  faithful,  and  the  head  of  all 
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true  believers  to  the  end  of  time, 
it  was  requisite  that  his  own 
faith  should  be  }>ut  to  many  and 
arduous  proofs  through  a  long 
succession  of  painful  trials.  For 
this  purpose,  though  sprung  from 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
and  honourable  families  in  the 
most  ancient  and  powerful  king¬ 
dom  at  that  time  existing  in  the 
world,  he  was  called  to  demon¬ 
strate  his  obedience  to  the  divine 
will,  by  abandoning  his  country, 
to  sojourn  in  a  foreign  land,  pro¬ 
mised,  indeed,  as  an  inheritance 
to  his  remote  posterity,  but  in 
which  he  was  himself  permitted 
to  be  only  a  pilgrim  and  a  stran¬ 
ger,  Mere,  pursued  by  famine, 
he  was  obliged  again  to  resign  a 
country  which  he  had  just  begun 
to  consider  as  a  habitation  in 
which  he  might  rest  in  hi?  exile, 
and  to  seek  a  temporary  asylum 
in  Egypt.  But  in  the  court  of 
Egypt  he  was  anew  exposed  to 
imminent  perils,  from  the  arbi¬ 
trary  power  of  a  mighty  prince, 
excited  and  impelled  by  the  most 
dangerous  of  human  passions. 

Returning  to  Canaan,  he  was 
under  the  hard  necessity,  even  in 
that  promised  land,  of  fighting  for 
his  pastures  and  his  waters  with 
the  superior  power  of  five  of 
those  petty  kings  wdiich  at  that 
time  held  the  land  in  subjection.] 
And,  although  the  most  gracious 
promises  were,  from  time  to  time, 
made  him  by  the  same  merciful 
and  almighty  Power  wdiich  had 
hitherto  protected  him,  yet  the 
repeated  delays  by  which  it 
pleased  Divine  Providence  to  sus¬ 
pend  the  execution  of  his  bene¬ 
ficent  designs,  were  so  rnanv  ar- 
iluons  trials  of  the  constancy  of 
liis  faith.  But  the  most  conso¬ 
latory  of  all  the  promises  ad¬ 
dressed  to  this  holy  patriarch, 


was  that  from  which  also  was  to 
he  at  last  derived  the  most  pain¬ 
ful  proof  that  wiis  ever  made  ot 
human  duty.  It  was  revealed  to 
Abraham,  that  from  him  should 
spring  the  lineage  of  the  future 
Messiah,  a  seed  in  zn'kotn  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  should  ht 
blessed.  At  difl'erent  periods  this 
gracious  prediction  was  renewed  ; 
and  often  he  appeared  to  be  on 
the  eve  of  its  accomplishment. — 
As  often  it  was  suspended  :  till,  at 
the  end  of  live  and  tw'enty  years 
of  alternate  hope  and  disappoint¬ 
ment,  of  anxious  solicitude,  and 
submissive  resignation,  it  was  still 
unfulfilled.  At  length  nature  it¬ 
self  seemed  to  oppose  insuperable 
obstacles  to  its  execution.  He 
was  now’  far  advanced  in  the  de¬ 
cline  of  life,  and  his  beloved  Sa¬ 
rah  w  as  now  also  past  age.  Still, 
however,  this  illustrious  pattern 
of  our  faith  continued,  according 
to  the  language  of  the  apostle, 
to  hope  against  hope,  that,  from 
one  as  good  as  dead  should  yet 
spring  the  promised  germ  of  a 
nation  as  jiinnerous  as  the  stars  of 
heaven,  whence  should  ultimately 
arise  Messiah,  the  Saviour,  so 
long  since  foretold  to  the  father 
of  the  race,  in  that  early  predic¬ 
tion,  the  seed  of  the  woman  shall 
bruise  the  serpenfs  head.  An  or¬ 
dinary  faith  would  have  sunk  un¬ 
der  so  many  and  such  afilicting 
disappointments.  But  the  father 
of  the  faithful,  says  the  sacred 
writer,  staggered  not  at  the  pro¬ 
mise  :  and  his  wcll-[)roved  con¬ 
fidence  in  God  was  at  last  re¬ 
warded  to  the  full  measure  of  his 
utmost  hopes. — Sarah  gave  him, 
in  her  old  age,  amidst  the  highest 
transports  of  joy,  the  long-ex¬ 
pected  child  of  promise,  the  pro¬ 
genitor  of  the  Saviour,  the  future 
blessing  of  the  w'orld,  and  the 


and  review. 


51 


loundation  of  his  glory  and  fame 
to  all  ages. 

Abraham  thought  that  now  his 
happiness  was  rendered  secure, 
as  it  appeared  to  be  complete. 
His  beloved  Sarah  was  a  joyful 
mother.  The  tender  affections  j 
of  his  old  age  were  lavished  on  a 
son,  the  subject  of  such  mighty 
expectations,  the  purchase  of  so 
many  sacrifices.  The  venerable 
patriarch  resigned  himself  to  his 
joys,  trusting  that  now,  surely, 
he  should  pass  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  peace,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  and  smiles  of  that  merci¬ 
ful  Providence  which  had  hither¬ 
to  conducted  him,  by  mysterious 
ways,  to  the  completion  of  every 
hope  which  his  piety  had  formed. 
But,  alas  !  in  this  moment  of  tri¬ 
umph,  a  trial  more  severe  and 
afflicting  awaited  him  than  all 
which  he  had  yet  experienced— 
for  it  was  to  be  drawn  out  of  the 
bosom  of  his  p^esen^  happiness. 
Hardly  had  he  obtained  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  promise  till  it  was 
again,  in  all  appearance,  most 
painfully  ravished  from  him.  In 
an  instant  all  his  prospects,  which 
were  opening  so  fairly  before  his 
imagination,  were  covered  with 
gloom.  The  son  of  his  laughter 
was  subjected  by  God  to  death  in 
the  most  extraordinary  form,  as  a 
devoted  sacritice  upon  the  altar  ; 
and  Abraham  himself  was  or¬ 
dained  to  execute  this  dark,  and 
afflicting,  and  mysterious  decree. 
The  blood  of  the  son  was  destined 
to  flow  by  the  father’s  hand. 
Merciful  God  !  can  it  be  thy  will, 
thus  to  murder  all  the  charities  of 
life  ?  What  purpose,  worthy  of 
the  infinite  benignity  of  thy  na¬ 
ture,  and  of  the  obedience  of  thy 
chosen  servant,  can  be  concealed 
under  a  rite  so  horrible  ?  Yes, 
God  of  Abraham!  it  wa«  thy  holy 


and  sovereign  decree.  And  if  by 
the  lights  of  thy  blessed  word  we 
can  penetrate  thy  design,  in  this 
apparently  unnatural  destination, 
we  believe,  and  are  assured,  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  infinite  goodness, 
that  we  shall  find  it  full  of  wis¬ 
dom  and  of  grace. 

I.  Consider  then,  reader,  this 
last  and  greatest  trial  of  the  pa¬ 
triarch’s  faith,  that  we  may  the 
better  discern  the  full  merit  of 
his  obedience,  and  how  justly  he 
has  received,  from  all  ages,  the 
title  of  the  father  of  the  faithful. 

II.  After  which,  let  us  endea¬ 
vour  to  discover  the  holy  and 
gracious  purpose  of  God,  the  Fa¬ 
ther  both  of  Abraham  and  of  Isaac, 
in  this  mysterious- transaction. 

I.  Let  us  first  bestow  our  at¬ 
tention  on  the  action  by  which  it 
pleased  God  to  prove  the  obe¬ 
dience  and  the  faith  of  his  chosen 
servant. 

To  exhibit  it  in  its  just  light,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  turn  our 
view  again  for  a  moment  to  the 
history  of  Abraham.  This  fa¬ 
vourite  son,  who  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  still  dearer  by  the  many 
disappointments  which  his  anxious 
parent  had  already  suffered,  and 
by  the  glorious  hopes  which  God 
himself  had  taught  him  to  regard 
as  centred  in  the  heir  of  promise^' 
was  now  growing  up,  adorned 
with  'every  manly  accomplish¬ 
ment,  with  every  fllial  duty,  and 
with  every  divine  grace.  He  is 
represented  in  history  to  have 
been,  at  this  time,  all  that  the 
fondest  vvishes  of  a  father  could 
picture  in  a  beloved  son.  And 
Abraham's  life  now  flowed  on  in 
such  a  tranquil  and  equal  tenor  of 
felicity,  that  it  has  afforded  no 
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iDuterials  to  the  historian  till  tliis  in  the  mornings  and  saddled  hi» 
youth  had  attained  his  seven-  ass,  and  took  tu'o  of  his  young  men 
teenth,  or,  according  to  the  an-  with  him,  and  Isaac  his  son,  and 
nals  of  Josephus,  his  twenty-fifth  he  clave  the  wood  for  the  burnt- 
year.  What  an  interesting  period  offering.  Then  he  rose  up,  and 
of  life  !  The  ties  of  parental  ten-  went  to  the  place  of  which  God  had 
derness,  strengthened  by  habit,  told  him.  On  the  third  day  Jlhra- 
and  multiplied  by  the  daily  dis-  ham  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the 
closure  of  some  new  perfection,  place  afar  off ,  And  Jlbraham  said 
some  new  proof  of  dutiful  zeal,  unto  his  young  men,  abide  you  here 
had  had  time  to  wind  themselves  with  the  ass,a7id  I  mid  the  lad  will 
in  a  thousand  folds  about  the  go  yonder  and  worship.  It  is  well 
heart  of  a  father  ;  when,  like  a  remarked  by  a  pious  writer,  that 
stroke  of  thunder  upon  all  his  this  trial,  so  afflicting  in  its  own 
hopes,  he  received  this  command  nature,  was  rendered  much  more 
from  heaven.  Take  now  thy  son,  severe,  by  the  distance  of  the 
thine  only  son  Isaac,  zchom  thou  place  of  sacrifice,  and  the  time 
lovest,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  which  intervened  between  the 
Moriah,  and  offer  him  (here  for  a  command  given  to  Abraham  and 
burnt-offering  upon  one  of  the  the  period  of  its  execution. 
mountains  which  I  will  tell  thee  of.  Three  da}'S  was  the  awful  trans- 
Glorious  servant  of  the  Most  High  action  continually  before  his  mind. 
God  !  Even  here  thy  faith  did  Three  days  was  he  obliged  to 
not  fail.  Thy  will  ever  absorbed  struggle  with  the  tumult  of  pa¬ 
in  the  divine  will ;  thy  heart  ever  rental  feelings,  w  hich  were  all 
supremely  occupied  with  the  love  that  time  fathering  force  in  his 
of  God,  held  nothing  so  dear  heart.  But  piety,  but  faith,  ren- 
which  it  was  not  willing  to  sacri-  Hered  him  su{)erior  in  the  dread- 
fice  to  him.  Abraham  hesitated  ful  conflict,  lie  took  the  wood  for 
not ;  but,  though  all  the  father  a  burnt-offering,  and  laid  it  upon 
rose  up  in  his  bosom  to  oppose  Isaac  his  son;  and  he  took  the  fire 
this  hard  order  ;  though  it  seem-  in  his  hand,  and  a  knife  ;  and  they 
ed  to  put  a  final  period  to  those  went  both  of  them  together.  At- 
precious  hopes  which  had  so  tend  to  the  beautiful  and  affecting 
often  already  been  disappointed  ;  simplicity  of  the  narration  of  Mo- 
yet  still,  confiding  in  the  promised  ses.  As  they  went,  Isaac  said  unto 
mercies  of  Jehovah,  he  set  him-  Abraham  his  father.  My  father  ! 
self  to  obey  the  awful  injunction,  and  he  said.  Here  am  /,  my  son. 
He  trusted  in  that  omnipotent  And  he  said.  Behold  the  fire  and 
goodness  .  which  can  perform  the  wood  for  a  burnt-rffering  ;  but 
what,  to  human  w'eakness,  seems  whei'e  is  the  lamb  ?  Ignorant  as 
impossible  ;  he  trusted  in  that  the  lovely  youth  was  of  the  des- 
wisdom  which  can  unravel  diffi-  tiny  to  which  he  was  going,  how 
culties  that  to  human  reason  ap-  must  this  question,  proposed  in 
pear  inextricable.  He  trusted  in  all  the  simplicity  of  innocence, 
GodjSaith  the  apostle,  who  could  have  gone  to  the  heart  of  a  fa- 
even  raise  from  the  dead  the  heir  ther  ?  Nothing  but  the  heart  of 
of  the  promises.  a  father  can  answer.  All  the 

Accordingly,  the  sorrowing  but  embellishments  of  eloquence 
believing  patriarch  rose  up  early  would  only  impair  its  force. 
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Abraham,  covering,  as  well  as  he  | 
was  able,  his  Jeep  emotions,  re¬ 
plied  with  apparent  tranquillity, 
God^  my  son,  zvill  provide  himself 
a  lamb.  Together  they  reared  the 
altar  ;  together  they  disposed  the 
wood  in  order  ;  every  thing  was 
prepared  for  tiie  sacritice.  Atilast, 
the  afflicted  father,  labouring  with 
the  divine  secret  with  which  his 
bosom  w'as  loaded,  was  obliged  to 
disclose  to  his  son  the  dreadful 
purpose  of  his  soul.  And  to  a 
young  man,  in  the  prime  and 
vigour  of  youth,  who  could  easily 
have  resisted  or  eluded  the  feeble 
stroke  of  age,  it  became  necessa¬ 
ry  to  demonstrate,  to  his  full 
conviction,  the  divine  command 
under  which  he  was  acting,  in 
order  to  render  a  dutiful  and 
pious  son  submissive  to  his  fate. 
O  holy  and  venerable  parent, 
worthy  to  be  styled  the  friend  of 
God !  O  glorious  son  !  worthy 
of  such  a  parent.  Behold  the 
piety,  the  duty,  the  resignation  of 
that  extraordinary  youth  !  As 
soon  as  he  knew  the  will  of  God, 
and  of  his  father,  you  see  not  an 
effort  to  escape  his  destiny.  You 
hear  not  a  murmur  of  complaint. 
With  calm  and  resigned  devotion 
he  submits  to  be  laid  an  unresist¬ 
ing  victim  on  the  altar.  What  a 
moment  for  Abraham  !  His  son, 
the  object  of  his  tenderest  affec¬ 
tions,  of  his  believing  hopes,  was 
before  him,  prepared  in  all  the 
loveliness  of  innocence,  in  all  the 
meekness  of  submission,  to  die  by 
his  tether’s  hand.  O  God  !  pity 
and  sustain  the  father  in  this 
dreadful  trial !  Save,  if  it  be 
possible,  in  this  moment,  save 
Irom  a  terrible  fate,  this  duteous 
son  !  [..ove,  admiration,  compas¬ 

sion,  a  thousand  emotions  strug¬ 
gled  in  the  patriarch’s  bosom,  and 
lor  a  while  must  have  arrested 


his  paternal  arm ;  but  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Heaven  was  imperious, 
he  could  not  disobey.  He  raised 
in  his  hand  the  sacrificing  knife. 
O  what  a  pang  shot  through  the 
father’s  soul!  All  that  nature 
could  endure  he  suffered,  while 
he  grasped  the  steel,  in  the  firm 
purpose  of  an  obedient  faith.  His 
obedience  was  now  complete. 
And,  in  the  act  to  strike,  he  was 
arrested  by  a  voice  from  heaven, 
Abraham !  Abraham  !  lay  not  thine 
hand  upon  the  lad  ;  neither  do  thou 
any  thing  unto  him;  for  now  1 
know  that  thou  fearest  God,  seeing 
thou  hast  not  withheld  thy  son, 
thine  only  so7i  from  me.  Wrapt 
in  astonishment  at  this  unexpect¬ 
ed  salvation,  what  an  ecstacy  of 
joy  in  that  instant  deluged  the 
soul  of  the  ravished  patriarch ! 
With  unutterable  emotions,  he 
looks  on  his  son,  and  then  on 
heaven  ;  on  heaven,  and  then  on 
his  son.  and  bows  in  silent  adora¬ 
tion  before  the  throne  of  the 
Eternal.  Sublime  believer  !  thou 
hast  received  again  thy  son  as 
from  the  dead.  And  in  reward 
of  thy  faith,  God  hath  permitted 
thee  to  see  in  him,  as  in  a  vision, 
the  great  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of 
the  world,  and  to  anticipate  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  by  so 
many  ages.  Honoured  to  be  the 
organ  of  divine  mercy  to  the  na¬ 
tions,  thou  hast  been  made  to 
understand,  by  thy  own  feelings, 
the  infinite  love  of  God  in  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  universe, 
j  Is  any  reader  ready  to  object 
I  to  the  hardness  and  gloom  of  the 
I  picture  which  has  just  been  por- 
I  trayed,  as  exhibiting  an  austere 
and  unworthy  image  of  the  di- 
I  vine  nature,  whose  character  and 
I  glory  is  love  ? 

I  II.  Let  all  carefully  attend  to 
the  holy  and  gracious  purpose  of 
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Almighty  God  in  Ibis  mysterious  But  the  most  expressive  of  all 
event.  symbols,  the  most  instructive,  and 

By  all  judicious  commentators  1  impressive  of  all  typical  actions, 
Isaac  is  acknowledged  to  have!  was  this  fdial  sacrifice  on  Mount 
been  a  type  of  our  Lord  Jesus  j  Moriah.  The  way  is  now  pre- 
Christ.  Before  the  light  of  thei  pared  to  explain  the  |)robable  dc- 
Sun  of  Righteousness  arose  upon  I  sign  of  the  merciful  God  of  Abra- 
the  world,  the  Church  was  often |  ham  in  this  extraordinary,  and, 
instructed  by  types  and  emblem- j  apparently,  this  hard  command, 
atic  actions,  which  were  ap-ilt  was  a  prophetic  action,  in 
pointed  as  symbols  of  moral  and  1  which  was  exhibited,  by  the  live- 
spiritual  ideas.  This  order  ot  j  best  emblem,  that  the  whole  range 
things  naturally  arose  out  of  the; of  human  existence  could  atTord, 
state  of  letters,  and  the  progressjthe  future  sacrifice  of  Abraham’s 
of  society  in  those  early  periods- greater  Son.  So  lively  was  the 
of  human  improvement.  As  their:  figure,  that  our  blessed  Saviour 
written  communications  werej  has  said,  with  regard  to  this  pa- 
usually  made  by  pictures  ol  na-!  triarch,  above  all  the  other  pro- 
tural  objects,  which  were  made; phets.  He  rejoiced  that  he  might 
to  stand  as  representatives  of  ex- {see  my  day;  and  he  saxs)  it^  and 
isting  or  of  tuture  events,  and  xvas  glad.  Isaac  w'as  a  transcend- 
sometimes  even  of  general  pro-  ent.  type  of  the  sufl’ering  Re¬ 
positions  or  conceptions  of  the  deenier,  who  was  afterward  of- 
mind,  expressive  of  certain  princi-jfered  in  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of 
pies  ot  religion:  so  predictions  of  the  world  upon  the  same  mount, 
the  greatest  revolutions  in  human |— who  sufl'ered  under  the  hand  of 


society,  and  the  most  important 
events  in  the  Church,  were  fre¬ 
quently  conveyed  under  symbo¬ 
lical  figures  or  actions.  A  mode 
of  instruction  which  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  vivid  and  impressive  to  a 
people  of  that  strong  imagination, 
which  always  distinguishes  the 
periods  of  society  anterior  to  the 
improvement  of  the  arts  and  the 
invention  of  science.’’^ 


^  iSlaiiy  examples  of  tliis  mode  of  com¬ 
munication  are  furnished,  particularly 
anionj^  the  nations  of  the  east,  in  history 
both  profane  and  sacred.  The  Scytliian 
prince,  when  he  meant  to  deter  Darius 
trom  entering  into  a  war  against  his  hardy 
barbarians,  sent  to  him  a  mouse,  a  pair  of 
wings,  and  a  quiver  of  arrows  ;  sinij)ly  con¬ 
veying',  by  this  stranare  present,  a  warning, 
that  unless  he  could  hide  in  the  earth  like  a 


a  Father  who  loved  him, — and 

I  •  •  •  ^  t 

:wdio,  like  this  precious  and  filial 
j  victim,  sufiered  with  his  own 
j  consent,  and  laid  doivn  his  life  of 
j  himself 

But  this  mysterious  transac- 
jtion  appears  intended  to  exhibit 

i  terraneous  passage  which  he  had  made  by 
great  labour,  carried  out  his  household  fur- 
:  niture  with  haste  and  trembling,  to  exhibit 
to  the  senses  of  the  people  an  emblem  of 
the  straitness  of  the  siege  by  which  they 
should  be  distressed.  Imparting  moral 
instruction  likewise,  by  picture  and  by  ac¬ 
tion,  was  common  in  the  earliest  ages  of 
I'the  world.  An  excellent  account  of  which 
I  we  have  in  Warburton’s  Divine  Legation  of 
j  Moses,  \'ol.  II.  p.  6b,  &c.  It  was  followed 
.  by  w  riting,  in  hieroglyphic  symbols,  which 
‘  served  the  same  purpose  among  them  that 
t  figures  in  discourse  do  in  the  elo<]uence  of  a 
iinore  improved  state  of  society.  Every 
jtype  in  the  ancient  (Jliurch  was  the  exhi- 


mouse,  or  mount  into  the  air  like  a  bird,  the  bition  of  some  symbolic  character,  or  ac- 
Sevthian  arrow  s  would  overtake  him.  Je-  jtion  of  the  same  kind,  expressive  of  spiritual 
rcniiah  sent  yokes  to  the  neighbouring  kings  •  ideas,  or  of  important  future  events.  Simi- 
uf  Palestine,  as  a  symbol  of  their  approach-  lar  symbols  are  still  retained  even  under 
ing  subjugation.  Ezekiel  dug  all  night  [the  Christian  dispensation,  in  the  ordi- 
undcr  the  city  wall,  and,  through  the  sub*  I  nances  of  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
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more  than  a  symbolic  represent¬ 
ation  of  the  death  of  Christ.  It 
was  fitted  to  convey  to  the  mind 
of  the  holy  patriarch,  as  far  as 
human  natijre  is  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  sublime  impression, 
some  image  of  the  infinite  love  of 
God,  who  spared  not  his  own  Son, 
but  delivered  hitn  up  for  us  all. 
And  how,  Christian  readers,  could 
a  stronger  conception  be  conveyed 
to  the  heart  of  man  ?  All  the 
father,  in  the  breast  of  Abraham, 
most  tenderly  yearned  over  this 
beloved  child  of  promise.  He 
felt  all  the  meltings  of  soul  which 
man  could  feel  in  a  situation  the 
most  trying  to  his  atfections,  in 
which  a  parent  was  ever  placed. 
The  whole  transaction  was  de¬ 
signed  to  make  him  understand 
the  future  mystery  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  ineft’able  grace  of  God  in 
the  gift  of  his  Son  to  die  for  the 
sin  of  man.  And,  to  render  this 
revelation  complete  ;  to  antici¬ 
pate  the  knowledge  of  this  pre¬ 
cious  truth  by  so  many  ages,  it  was 
necessary  to  call  into  the  strong¬ 
est  exercise  all  the  tenderness,  the 
contlicts,  the  anguish  of  a  father’s 
love,  in  the  midst  of  trials  the 
most  difficult  for  human  nature  to 
sustain.  The  divine  mind,  indeed, 
cannot  sufi'er  such  paroxysms  of 
affection  as  an  earthy  parent ;  but 
all  this,  perhaps,  was  necessary 
in  a  mortal,  in  order  to  convey  to 
him  any  adequate  conception  of 
the  love  of  tlie  everlasting  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  the  value  of  that 
sacrifice  which  he  yielded  for  the 
redemption  of  the  world. 

Such,  then,  appears  to  have 
been  the  gracious  purpose  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God  in  this  act,  so  aston¬ 
ishing  in  its  own  nature,  and  so 
different  from  all  other  examples 
in  the  sacred  records.  In  it  was 
made  the  clearest  revelation  of 

! 

i 


the  Messiah’s  age  ever  attained 
by  any  patriarch  or  prophet,  be¬ 
fore  his  actual  advent. 

If  it  be  asked,  how  the  holiness 
of  God  can  be  acquitted  in  giving, 
or  the  piety  of  Abraham  be  justi¬ 
fied  in  obeying,  a  command  which 
so  palpably  contradicts  the  first 
principles  of  the  law  of  nature 
written  on  the  hearts  of  all  men  ? 

I  answer,  that  God,  most  merciful 
and  wise,  did  not  design  to  require 
or  permit  his  servant  to  violate  a 
law  so  sacred,  but  by  a  hierogly¬ 
phic  or  symbolical  action,  of  the 
most  solemn  and  awful  kind,  to 
impart  to  this  holy  man  those  pe¬ 
culiar,  evangelic  truths  which 
could  not  be,  in  that  age,  so 
clearly  and  strikingly  conveyed 
by  any  other  symbols.  Abraham 
indeed  could  not  penetrate  the 
ultimate  designs  of  heaven,  and 
he  must  have  believed  that  he 
was  called  by  a  divine  command, 
to  fulfil  the  dreadful  office  which 
the  order  seemed  to  require. 
Impelled  by  the  authority  of  God, 
restrained  by  the  voice  of  nature, 
the  breast  of  this  humble  and  de¬ 
vout  believer  must  have  been 
torn  by  the  most  afflicting  conflict 
of  opposite  principles,  duties,  and 
affections.  O  my  God !  thou 
canst  make  thy  command  be  felt 
by  the  pious  mind  ;  thou  canst 
carry  the  knowledge  and  convic¬ 
tion  of  it,  by  unequivocal  evi¬ 
dence,  to  the  heart.  But  in  this  . 
instance,  reason  and  nature  revolt 
against  the  order.  I  know’  the 
weakness  of  reason  ;  I  am  con¬ 
scious  of  the  blindness  of  my  na¬ 
ture.  The  errors  and  contradic¬ 
tions  into  which  we  daily  fall, 
teach  me  to  distrust  my  own 
mind.  It  is  incapable  of  fathom¬ 
ing  the  counsels  of  thine  infinite 
wisdom.  All  that  1  know  is,  thou 
hast  commanded  :  and  allhouf^h 
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the  command  appears  to  contra¬ 
dict  thy  own  most  holy  will,  thy 
wisdom  can  reunite  laws,  the 
consistency  of  which  my  frail 
reason  cannot  comprehend.  Sure 
of  the  orders  under  which  1  act  ; 
uncertain  what  moditications  thou 
mayest  admit  in  the  laws  which 
thou  hast  ordained ;  beholding 
every  day  operations  of  thy  pro¬ 
vidence  which  I  cannot  explain, 

I  obe}^  O  my  God  !  I  obey  this 
dreadful  requisition,  confiding  in 
thy  goodness  and  mercy  to  save ! 
me  from  error  ;  and,  by  ways  in¬ 
scrutable  to  my  understanding,  to 
educe  good  out  of  the  bosom  of 
this  great  affliction. 

Having  endeavoured  to  illus¬ 
trate  this  most  mysterious  trans¬ 
action  in  the  sacred  history,  we 
may  solicit  the  attention  of  our 
readers  a  moment  longer  to  this 
wonderful  and  emblematic  vic¬ 
tim  which  was  just  ready  to  be 
offered  on  Mount  Moriah,  the 
type  of  one  infinitely  more  glo¬ 
rious,  which  was  actually  offered 
on  the  same  mounf*^  for  the  sins 
of  the  world. 

In  the  severe  conflicts  of  Abra¬ 
ham's  soul  over  this  beloved  son, 
we  may  learn,  as  the  holy  patri¬ 
arch  did,  to  estimate,  in  a  feeble 
degree,  as  our  nature  permits, 
the  love  of  the  eternal  Father, 
Xi'ho  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but 
delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  W  hat 
adequate  image  indeed,  can  the 
affections  of  any  mortal  afford  of 
that  infinite  and  eternal  grace 
w  hich  embraced  us  in  Christ  Jesus 
before  the  world  was,  and  which, 
in  the  fulness  of  time,  yielded  for 
our  salvation  the  most  precious 
victim  in  the  universe  ?  O,  the 

It  is  rendered  extremely  probable,  and 
dlmo^t  certain,  by  many  excellent  critics 
and  commentators,  that  Calvary  was  the 
^ame  mount  witli  the  ancient  Moriai).  ! 


height,  and  the  depth,  the  lengthy 
and  the  breadth  of  the  love  of  God, 
which  passeth  knowledge!  Our 
thoughts  are  lost  in  this  unfathom¬ 
able  ocean.  Abraham!  father  of 
believers !  what  a  taste  had  you 
of  the  love  of  God  1  Full  of  this 
glorious  idea,  when  you  had  re¬ 
ceived  again  your  son  from  the 
dead,  what  transports  of  gratitude 
did  you  not  experience,  what  of¬ 
ferings  of  love  did  you  not  pour 
out  to  Him  who  had  taught  you 
thus  to  estimate  his  love  to  a 
fallen  world  ! 

Believers !  do  you  see  the 
meek  and  obedient  son  of  Abra¬ 
ham  yield  himself  without  a  strug¬ 
gle  to  the  sacrificing  knife  ?  With 
the  deepest  astonishment  and 
gratitude  shall  we  not  consider 
Him,  who  is  sovereign  of  the  uni¬ 
verse,  w'ho  holds  in  his  hands  the 
reins  of  its  government,  the 
streams  of  a  boundless  benignity, 
and  the  thunders  of  eternal  jiis- 
tice,  who  yet  suffered  himself  to 
be  led  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter, 
and,  as  a  sheep  before  her  shearers 
is  dumb,  so  he  opened  not  his 
mouth!  Who,  when  he  assumed 
our  humble  nature,  and  for  us 
submitted  to  the  pains  of  dying, 
could  still,  in  the  midst  of  his 
greatest  infirmity,  strike  his  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  earth  like  dead  men, 
could  shake  the  world  with  his 
earthquakes,  and  cover  the  sun 
with  darkness,  yet  patiently 
yielded  his  precious  life  to  the 
hands  of  wicked  men  !  Jesus  I 
Creator !  we  adore  thine  infinite 
condescension  and  grace,  who,  be¬ 
ing  in  the  form  of  God.  didst  be¬ 
come  man!  and,  being  found  in 
fashion  as  a  man,  didst  offer  thy¬ 
self  a  voluntary  sacrifice  for  our 
sins  upon  the  cross  ! 

Christians !  let  his  love  con¬ 
strain  us,  because  we  thus  judge, 
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that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were 
all  dead;  and  that  he  died  for  all, 
that  they  who  live  should  not 
henceforth  live  unto  themselves,  but 
unto  him  who  died  for  them,  and 
rose  again. 

Delivered  by  thee,  O  Saviour 
of  the  world  !  from  eternal  death  ; 
rescued  by  thy  power  from  that 
dreadful  altar  on  which  thou  didst 
place  thyself  in  our  room,  let 
our  renewed  lives,  and  all  the 
powers  of  a  redeemed  nature  be 
consecrated  to  thee  1  Amen  1 

ST. 


THE  TOMB  OF  DR.  DODDRIDGE. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Evangelical 
Guardian  and  Review, 

GENTLEMEN, 

A  SHORT  residence  in  Lisbon, 
during  the  winter  of  1811  and  15, 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  many  things  extremely 
interesting  to  an  American  tra¬ 
veller.  Among  others,  I  enjoyed 
the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  vi¬ 
siting  the  spot  where  repose  the 
remains  of  the  immortal  Dod¬ 
dridge.  it  is  well  known,  that 
m  having  been  long  afflicted  w  ith  a 
pulmonary  complaint,  he  went  to 
Lisbon  for  the  purpose  of  restor¬ 
ing  that  health  which  had  been 
literally  sacrificed  in  the  service 
of  virtue  and  truth.  The  ex¬ 
pectations  and  hopes  of  his 
friends,  who  had  advised  to  this 
measure,  were  disappointed  ;  his 
strength  rapidly  decayed,  and,  in 
thirteen  days  after  his  arrival,  his 
pure  spirit  took  its  flight  from 
amid  the  glooms  and  horrors  of 
superstition  up  to  the  regions  of 


o  i 

celestial  light  and  happiness.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  the 
burying-ground  belonging  to  the 
English  Factory.  It  was  here 
that  1  sought  his  tomb.  It  was 
with  some  difhcultv  that  I  found 
it  in  a  retired  spot,  and  with  a 
small  and  unambitious  tombstone 
at  its  head,  with  the  following 
simple  inscription  upon  it. 

Under  this  stone 

Are  deposited  the  remains  of 
PHILIP  DODDRIDGE,  D.D. 
of  the  Town  of  Northampton, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Great-Britain, 
who  departed  this  life 
the  Gth  day  of  November, 
MDCCLI. 

In  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

I  stood  upon  his  grave  ;  and 
the  spontaneous  eulogy  burst 
from  my  soul, 

- in  this  neglr.ct€"d  spot  is  laid 

A  heart  once  prej^iiant  with  celc^tiaI  fire. 

Though  no  monumental  pyra¬ 
mid  nor  storied  urn  rear  their 
decorated  fronts  to  arrest  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  passing  traveller, 
yet  about  thi^  place  there  hovers 
a  brighter  glory  and  a  mightier 
fascination  than  encircle  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  most  distinguished 
of  departed  heroes  and  statesmen. 
It  is  the  fascination  of  a  good 
man’s  grave  !  A  man,  than  whom 
the  annals  of  modern  Christianity 
cannot  boast  a  fairer  example  ; 
whose  active  benevolence  knew 
of  no  distinctions  of  rank,  or  age, 
or  colour ;  whose  wakeful  sym¬ 
pathies  for  his  fellow-men,  out- 
shooting  the  narrow  limits  of 
time,  were  constantly  directed  to¬ 
wards  immortality  ;  whose  Chris¬ 
tian  intrepidity  knew'  of  no  earth¬ 
ly  dangers;  and  yet  a  mao,  whose 
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unaffected  humility  was  a  stranger 
to  pride  and  arrogance.  In  short, 
a  man,  whose  genius,  learning, 
time,  and  labours,  were  all  devot¬ 
ed  to  the  noble  purposes  of  dif¬ 
fusing  the  blessings  of  religious 
knowledge,  and  exciting  through¬ 
out  Christendom  the  fervours  of 
rational  and  enlightened  piet}'. 

I  have  sent  you  the  foregoing 
inscription,  because  it  is  not  con¬ 
tained  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Dod¬ 
dridge  published  by  Mr.  Orton  ; 
and  because  1  consider  it  a  duty 
to  preserve  every  circumstance 
relating  to  a  man  so  pre-eminent¬ 
ly  distinguished  in  the  records  of 
Christianity. 

Your’s,  ^cc.  B.  D. 


BAPTISM.— .\0.  II. 

THE  GENERAL  NATURE  OF  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  BAPTISM  EXPLAINED. 

“  GO  ye,  therefore,  and  teach 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  tlie 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  com¬ 
manded  you.”  Such  was  the 
commission  of  the  Redeemer  to 
his  apostles  just  before  he  as¬ 
cended  on  higli.  Heretofore 
the- preaching  and  baptisms  were 
confined  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel.  But  now  the 
wall  of  distinction  is  broken 
down  which  separated  Gentiles 
from  Jews.  “All  nations”  were 
to  he  in  future  the  objects  of  the 
disciples’  exertions ;  and  to  all 
nations  the  privileges  of  the 
Church  were  to  be  extended. 
By  recurring  to  the  last  part  of 
the  last  chapters  of  Mark  and 
Luke,  together  with  the  first 


chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles,  the  reader  w  ill  find  the  words 
of  the  commission  constitute  part 
of  Christ’s  last  address  to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  :  and  that  w  hilst  he  was  yet 
speaking  to  them  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  he  ascended  up  to  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high. 
According  to  his  direction  in  this 
last  address,  the  apostles  tarried 
in  Jerusalem  until  the  promise 
of  the  Father  was  fulfilled  by  their 
baptism  with  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  fire  on  the  day  of  l^entecost. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  they 
commence  baptizing  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost.  Having  then  received 
the  thing  signified,  they  were 
qualified,  according  to  the  new 
order  and  dispensation  of  the 
Church,  to  administer  the  sign, 
i.  e.  washing  with  water.  Their 
baptism  was  preceded,  in  all 
cases,  by  their  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  its  purity  and  power  : 
an<l  the  great  work  of  teaching 
and  baptizing,  which  they  per¬ 
formed  in  an  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner,  as  specially  inspired,  was 
continued  after  their  death  by 
men  whom  they  clothed  with 
ministerial  authority,  but  who 
were  uninspired.  To  these  un¬ 
inspired  men  the  commission  of 
the  apostles  extends,  or  else  the 
right  of  preaching  and  baptizing 
ended  with  the  apostolic  period. 
But  the  promise  which  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  commission, 
“  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway  to  the 
end  of  the  world,”  proves  clearly 
that  the  Redeemer  meant  that 
the  authoritative  dispensation  of 
the  w’ord  and  the  administration 
of  baptism,  should  be  continued 
after  their  decease,  and  consti¬ 
tute  part  of  the  pastoral  office  to 
the  end  of  time.  Hence  Christ, 
after  his  ascension,  is  said  to  have 
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given  not  only  apostles  and  pro- 1  much  information  on  the  subject 
phets,  but  also  pastors  and  teach-!  which  we  are  illustrating.  Na- 
ers.  These  last,  as  well  as  the  tions  include  old  and  young — rich 
first,  are  clothed  with  the  Re-  and  poor— ignorant  and  learned 
deenier’s  commission.  With  these  — rulers  and  subjects— parents 
prefatory  remarks  we  proceed  to  and  children — all  classes  and  de¬ 
unfold  to  the  reader’s  attention  :  scriptions  of  persons.  To  all 

these  the  apostles  were  corn- 

I.  The  persons  to  whom  the  nianded  to  go.  They  were  not 

apostles  and  their  successors  were  confine  their  mission  to  the 
sent, — “  All  nations.  great,  as  pagan  sophists 

II.  The  design  of  their  mis-  done  ;  nor  to  the  seed  of 
sion,— “  Teach  all  nations,  hap-  Abraham,  as  ancient  prophets  had 
tizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  done.  Heathens,  as  well  as  Jews, 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  "ere  the  objects  of  their  labour; 
the  Holy  Ghost;  teaching  them  and  individuals  of  all  descriptions 
to  observe  all  things  which  I  have  j  ranks  among  nations.  Infants 

^  commanded  you.”  ^re  not  excluded  from  their  com- 

*  ^  The  explanation  of  these  two  j  "^jssion,  unless  a  nation  can  exist 
;;  particulars  w  ill  afford  a  correct  I  'without  infants.  1  hey  are  not 
•'it;  knowledge  of  the  general  nature  commanded  to  go  only  to  the 
of  Christian  baptism.  members  of  nations,— but  to 

nations,  including  all  their  mem- 

I.  M'he  persons  to  whom  thejbers,  heatT  for  head.  Jill  their 
apostles  and  their  successors  were  ;  members,  head  for  head,  are  in- 
sent,  are  “  all  nations,”  (7ra>Tce  |  eluded  in  the  mediatorial  empire 
iig- thy).)  Before  this  time,  as ‘and  the  Father’s  grant.  Unless 
we  have  already  stated,  the  disci- j  indeed  we  suppose  that,  when 
pies  were  sent  only  to  the  lost  the  Father,  in  the  second  Psalm 
sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.! says  to  Christ,  “Ask  of  me, 
V.  Now  they  are  sent  to  the  Gen- !  and  I  shall  give  thee  the  Hea- 
'  tiles  also.  All  kindreds,  and  then  for  thine  inheritance,”  he 
tongues,  and  peoples,  without  |  meant  only  adult  Heathen,  and 
'-exception,  are  included  in  the  I  not  their  infants.  But  to  suppose 
commission.  '^I’hey  had  been  ;  this  is  to  tritle  with  the  Highest. 

,  given  to  Christ  in  his  mediatorial  As  far  as  the  empire  of  Christ 
J6ti'character,  for  his  inheritance  and  |  extends,  so  far  the  commission  of 
possession.  His  heralds  were  I  the  text  extends.  As  many  indi¬ 
gent  forth  to  begin  claiming  these  |  viduals  as  that  empire  contains, 
for  himself.  They  were  now,  by  j  so  many  are  the  persons  to  whom 
virtue  of  the  completion  of  his  |  the  apostles  and  their  successors 
work,  his  property.  As  such  he  j  were  commanded  to  go. 
commissions  his  agents  to  go  forth  j 

in  his  name,  and  subdue  them  to  (  II.  The  design  of  the  mission 
the  obedience  of  faith.  They  are  is  expressed  in  these  w  ords, 
spoken  ol  by  him  in  their  collec- 1  “  Teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
tive  capacity,  as  nations,  rather  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
than  their  individual  capacity  as  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
.^members  of  nations.  From  this  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
of  expression  we  derive  things  w  hich  I  have  commanded 
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yon/’  The  design  then  is  three¬ 
fold.  'j’he  first,  very  incorrectly 
translated.  Teaching.  The  se¬ 
cond,  Baptizing.  The  third  cor¬ 
rectly  rendered.  Teaching.  Each 
will  be  explained  in  order. 

1.  The  first  is  very  incorrectly 
translated  teaching.  If  the  word 
disciple  could  be  used  in  our  lan¬ 
guage  as  a  verb,  it  would  convey 
the  idea  ;  for  the  original  is  equi¬ 
valent  to  making  disciples.  Dr. 
Doddridge  translates  it,  to  prose¬ 
lyte  ;  but  this,  though  it  conveys 
the  meaning,  is  not  a  word  of  com¬ 
mon  use.  Dr.  Campbell  appears 
to  have  given  the  best  translation, 
which  does  not  violate  the  purity 
of  our  language,  viz.  “  to  con¬ 
vert”  all  nations,  viz.  to  the  faith 
of  the  Gospel.  'I'his  then  is  the 
(irst  and  fundamental  duty  en¬ 
joined  upon  the  heralds  of  Christ, 
without  which  the  other  two  du¬ 
ties  cannot  be  performed  by  them. 
This  fundamental  duty  was  ex¬ 
actly  suited  to  the  character  and 
state  of  the  nations  to  whom  they 
%vere  sent.  They  were  with¬ 
out  Christ ;  strangers  to  the 
covenants  of  promise ;  without 
God,  and  without  hope.  Their! 
hearts  were  alienated  from  the 
true  God,  and  they  were  walking 
according  to  the  course  of  the 
world.  The  Apostle,  in  the  first 
chapter  of  the  Romans,  gives  an 
affecting  account  of  their  state. 
Not  much  better  were  the  Jews 
at  this  time.  But  few  understood 
the  nature  of  their  own  religion  ; 
the  majority  were  enemies  of 
God  ;  and  the  nation  had  rejected 
and  crucified  Christ.  “  All  na¬ 
tions,”  therefore,  w  ere  to  be  con¬ 
verted  to  the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 
For  this  purpose  the  Gospel  must 
be  preached  to  them  as  the  great 
mean  by  which  they  should  be 
converted,  or  made  disciples  of 


Christ.  The  design  of  the  mir 
nistry,  first,  of  the  apostles,  and 
afterward  of  their  successors,  was, 
first  of  all,  to  make  them  subjects 
of  the  mediatorial  en)pire,  by 
their  obedience  to  his  authority. 
Such  subjects  adults  became  by 
their  voluntary  confession  of  that 
faith  which  is  inseparable  from 
conversion  ;  but  infants  through 
the  medium  of  their  parents,  by 
virtue  of  their  relation  to  their 
parents.  Perhaps  this  matter, 
as  it  respects  infants,  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  understood  by  the  following 
case  in  the  history  of  nations. 
The  king  of  Sweden  has  annexed 
Norway  to  his  kingdom.  The 
adult  members  of  that  nation  have 
i  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
monarch  as  his  subjects  :  in  what 
light  are  the  children  of  these 
adult  members  of  that  nation  to 
be  viewed  : — as  subjects  of  the 
king,  or  not  ?  They  are  not  sub¬ 
jects  ns  their  parents  are  ;  but 
they  are  subjects,  inasmuch  as 
they  are  children  of  adult  sub¬ 
jects.  No  one  will  dispute  this 
— the  fact  is  obvious — it  is  indu¬ 
bitable.  And  this  fact  explains 
precisely  the  nature  of  that  sub¬ 
jection  to  Christ,  as  members  of 
his  mediatorial  empire,  which  be¬ 
longs  to  the  children  of  such  as 
have  professed  with  the  mouth, 
and  do  prove  the  reality  of  the 
profession  by  their  conduct, 
that  they  are  disciples  of  the 
Lord  Jesus — converts  of  his 
grace — subjects  of  his  empire. 
In  the  mediatorial  kingdom,  as  in 
all  civil  communities,  children 
are  accounted  with  their  parents; 
they  are  subject  to  the  same  au¬ 
thority  to  which  their  parents 
are  subject ;  partake,  as  children, 
of  the  privileges  which  belong  to 
their  parents,  and  in  all  respects, 
are  identified  with  them  as  their 
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frnildreri.  Thus,  when  by  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  nations 
are  converted^  or  made  disciples, 
the  infant  members  of  these  na¬ 
tions  partake,  in  their  place,  of 
the  character  and  privileges  of 
converts — are  infant  disciples 
of  the  Lord  Jesus.  To  consti¬ 
tute  them  such  disciples  it  is  not 
necessary  for  them  to  be  really 
regenerated,  or  to  profess  such 
regeneration.  And  yet  they  are 
capable  of  being  thus  regene¬ 
rated.  Jeremiah,  and  John  the 
Baptist,  were  sanctified  from  the 
womb.  Thus,  for  aught  we  know, 
multitudes  of  them  in  their  child¬ 
hood  may  be  truly  converted, 

1  i.  e.  made  actual,  real,  living  sub¬ 
jects  of  Christ’s  empire,  because 
partakers  of  his  Spirit  and  grace. 
This  remark  is  made  merely  to 
show  that  the  positive  language 
which  is  used  by  some,  that  in¬ 
fants  ought  not  to  be  baptized, 
because  they  cannot  profess  faith 
)  and  repentance,  is  unwarranted 
by  the  nature  of  the  case.  To 
return  to  the  subject :  we  have 
just  said,  that  when  nations  were 
converted  or  made  disciples,  in¬ 
fants  were  included  in  such  con¬ 
version  or  disciplesliip.  “  The 
common  objection,”  I  use  the 
words  of  another,  “  that  as  dis¬ 
ciples  can  only  be  made  by  teach- 
ing,  and  as  infants  are  incapable 
of  being  taught,  they  cannot  be 
disciples,  has  really  no  founda¬ 
tion  in  fact.  For  in  the  common 
practice  of  men,  we  find  directly 
the  reverse.  The  disciple  is 
made  for  the  express  purpose  of 
being  taught.  The  word  ex¬ 
presses  very  distinctly  the  rela¬ 
tion  which  is  formed  between  a 
master  and  his  pupil,  and  that  be¬ 
fore  a  single  lesson  is  given.  This 
relation  is  formed  by  persons  of 
adult  age  in  person,  and  by  volun¬ 


tarily  engaging  themselves  to  a 
teacher  for  purposes  of  instruc¬ 
tion.  But  the  same  thing  is  don^ 
by  parents  and  guardians  for  chil¬ 
dren  or  minors  who  are  incapa¬ 
ble  of  acting  for  themselves. 
Thus  in  preaching  the  Gospel, 
when  adults  are  converted,  they 
enter  themselves  voluntarily  as 
disciples  in  the  school  of  Christ,” 
or  voluntarily  vow  allegiance  to 

Christ  as  their  Lord.  But  they  as 

• 

solemnly  enter  their  children  as 
disciples  in  Christ’s  school,  and 
subject  them  to  the  authority  of 
Christ.  Such  then  is  the  nature 
j  of  converting,  or  discipling, -or 
j  proselyting  nations — including  in 
the  term  nations,  children  as  well 
as  adults.  This  was  the  first  du¬ 
ty  which  the  Redeemer  directs 
the  apostles  and  their  successors 
to  perform. 

2.  The  second  is  baptizing 

them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 

*  • 

and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  subjects  of  this  bap- 
I  tism  are,  by  all  the  rules  of  just 
construction,  “  the  nations  con- 
verted^  or  discipled,  or  prosely¬ 
ted.”  In  the  original,  the  words 
all  nations,  in  the  first  clause,  arc 
neuter,  and  the  word  them,  in 
this  clause,  is  masculine.  From 
this  Doctor  Gill,  and  his  friends, 
who  reject  infant  baptism,  have 
drawn  an  argument  against  such 
baptism.  They  say  that  the  per¬ 
sons  to  be  baptized  are  not  the 
nations,  but  those  among  the  na¬ 
tions  who  are  disciples,  i.  e.  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  view,  who  pro¬ 
fess  faith  in  Christ.  But  a  similar 
connexion  between  the  neuter 
and  masculine  gender  occurs  in 
Acts  XV.  17.  where  mention  is 
made  of  ‘‘  the  Gentiles,”  upon 
whom  my  name  is  c  died,  rx  eS-¥t} 
$<p'  s'riKeKXijrui,  “  The  Gen- 
!  tiles”  is  precisely  the  same  word 
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with  nations  in  the  text,  of  the 
same  gender  ;  and  “  whom’'  is 
masculine.  Thus,  also,  in  Rom. 
ii.  14.  “The  Gentiles  which  have 
not  the  law’' — these  having  not 
the  law,  rot  iSft} — srct  voico¥  a^r, 
And  Rev.  xvii.  16.  “  And 
the  ten  horns — these  shall  hate 
the  whore,”  rx  xtpxrx — tfrof  fjLt- 
crrsTt,  The  same  connexion 
learned  men  have  met  with  and 
quoted  in  profane  writers.  So 
that  to  adopt  the  words  of  a  sound, 
an  acute,  and  laborious  critic, 
the  Anabaptists  illiterately  deny 
that  *  them’  who  are  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  are  the  ‘  all  nations  w  ho 
w  ere  to  be  converted,  on  account 
of  their  different  gender.’  ”  This 
criticism  would  not  have  been  no- 1 
tioed  if  some  of  the  most  learned  | 
and  powerful  opposers  of  infant  j 
baptism,  had  not  considered  the  i 
argument  arisins  from  the  differ- 1 
ence  in  gender  as  solid  and  pow- . 
erful.  From  the  remarks  made.l 
it  must  be  obvious  that  they  who 
are  commanded  to  be  baptized 
are  they  who  have  been  previ¬ 
ously  converted,  or  discipled,! 
or  prosehted.  Hence,  as  in  the! 
conversion  of  nations,  infants  are ' 
included  with  their  parents,  so 
also  with  their  parents  are  they  : 
commanded  to  be  baptized— un- i 
less  it  be  supposed  there  canj 
l>e  a  nation  without  infants  in  it.j 
constituting  a  part  of  the  same. ! 
Wlwt  then  is  this  baptism,  which 
must  be  administered  to  nations^ 
subsequent  to  their  conversion 
It  is  a  washing  w  ith  water,  as  has 
been  said  :  but  what  is  its  design  ?  I 
To  answer  this  it  w  ill  be  neces-| 
sary  to  examine  the  passages  of 
Scripture  in  which  there  is  a  re-, 
ference  to  this  rite,  and  from! 
them  learn  what  doctrines  it 
teaches,  and  what  obligations  it 
enforces. 


The  reader  will  recollect  that 
it  is  Christian  baptism  of  which 
we  now’  speak  ;  of  course  we 
have  nothing  to  do  wdth  any  pas¬ 
sages  but  those  which  speak  of 
this.  Those  passages  which  re¬ 
late  to  John’s  baptism,  or  to  that 
of  the  disciples  of  Christ,  previ¬ 
ous  to  his  ascension,  will  not  be 
noticed,  because  they  do  not  re¬ 
late  to  our  subject.  The  follow  ¬ 
ing  are  the  principal  passages  re¬ 
ferring  to  Christian  baptism  : — 

The  apostolic  commission y  Acts  ii. 

38,  41.  “  Repent,  and  be  bap¬ 
tized,”  said  Peter,  “  every  one 
of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  ^ 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  for  the  promise 
is  to  you,  and  to  your  children, 
and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as 
many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
call.”  Then  they  that  gladly  re¬ 
ceived  his  words  were  baptized. 
Acts  viii.  12.  “  But  when  they 
(i.  e.  the  Samaritans.)  believed  ) 
Pliiiip  preaching  the  things  con¬ 
cerning  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  they 
were  baptized;*'  ver.  16.  “  Thev 
were  baptized  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  ver.  37,  38. 

**  And  Philip  said.  If  thou  be- 
lievest  with  all  thine  heart  thou 
mayest  (be  baptized.)  And  be 
answered  and  said,  I  believe  that  ) 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God  ; 
and  he  baptized  him.”  Acts  ix. 

46 — 48.  “  Then  answered  Peter, 

Can  anv  man  forbid  water, 
that  these  should  not  be  baptized 
which  have  received  the  Holy 
Ghost  as  well  as  we  ?  And  he 
commanded  them  to  be  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  The 
same  circumstance  Peter  narrates 
in  his  defence.  Acts  xi.  16.  17. 

In  Acts  xvi.  14,  15.  we  have 
Lydia's  baptism  mentioned,  after 
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we  are  told  that  the  Lord  opened 
her  heart,  and  slie  attended  mito 
tiie  things  which  were  spoken  ol' 
Paul.  The  jailer’s  baptism,  in 
ver.  33.  of  the  same  chapter,  was 
preceded  by  his  conviction,  and 
Paul’s  direction,  that  he  should 
believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
In  Acts  xviii.  8.  we  are  inform¬ 
ed,  “  many  of  the  Corinthians 
hearing,  believed.”  InActsxix. 
5.  “  The  disciples  of  John  were 
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.”  In  xxii.  14,  16.  Paul 
gives  an  account  of  his  baptism, 
which  was  subsequent  to  his 
conversion.  Rom.  vi.  3,  4. 
“  Know  ye  not,”  says  the  apos¬ 
tle,  “  that  so  many  of  us  as  were 
baptized  into  Jesus  Christ,  were 
baptized  into  his  death  ?  There¬ 
fore  we  are  buried  with  him,  by 
baptism,  into  death  ;  that  like  as 
Christ  was  raised  up  from  the 
dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father, 
even  so  we  also  should  walk  in 
newness  of  life.”  In  1  Cor.  xii. 
13.  “  For  by  one  spirit  are  we 
all  baptized  into  one  body  1 
Cor.xv.  29.  “  Fdse  what  shall  they 
do  who  are  baptized  for  the  dead,” 
i.  e.  in  the  faith  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  the  dead.  Gal.  iii.  27. 
“  For  as  many  as  have  been  bap¬ 
tized  into  Christ  have  put  on 
Christ.”  Coloss.  ii.  11,  12.  “  In 
whom  also  ye  are  circumcised 
with  the  circumcision  made  with¬ 
out  hands,  in  putting  ofi'  the  body 
of  the  sins  of  the  tlesh  by  the  cir¬ 
cumcision  of  Christ.  Buried  with 
him  in  baptism,  wherein  also 
ye  are  risen  with  him  through 
the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God, 
^vho  hath  raised  him  from  the 
dead.”  1  Peter  iii.  21,  “  l"he 
like  figure  whereunto  even  bap¬ 
tism  doth  also  now  save  us  (not 
tlie  putting  away  the  tilth  of  the 
flesh,  but  the  answer  of  a  good 


conscience  towards  God,)  by  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.” — 
Besides  these  passages,  which 
have  now  been  quoted,  there  are 
more  ;  but  they  are  either  repe¬ 
titions  of  some  one  or  more  of 
these,  or  convey  precisely  the 
same  meaning.  The  doctrines 
which,  according  to  these  pas¬ 
sages,  baptism  teaches,  and  the 
obligations  it  enforces,  are  the 
following : 

I.  The  doctrines  which  bap¬ 
tism  teaches,  are 

First.  That  of  the  Trinity  : 
for  each  of  the  persons  named  in 
the  apostolic  commission  are  of 
equal  authority. 

Second.  The  remission  of  sins 
is  taught  by  this  rite.  Acts  ii.  28. 

Third.  Salvation  through  Christ 
is  taught.  1  Peter  iii.  21. 

Fourth.  Union  and  communion 
with  Christ  and  his  body  the 
Church  is  taught.  1  Cor.  xii.  13. 
Rom.  vi.  3.  4. 

Fifth,  Baptism  teaches  us  that 
Christ  is  our  spiritual  covering. 
Gal.  iii.  27. 

II.  The  obligations  which  bap¬ 
tism  enforces,  are 

First.  The  destruction  of  the 
body  of  sin.  Rom.  vi.  3,  4. 

Second.  New’ness  of  life,  and 
heavenly-mindedness.  Rom.  vi. 
4,  8,  11,  13,  19. 

Third.  The  answer  of  a  good 
conscience  towards  God.  1  Peter 
iii.  21. 

Fourth.  Boldness  in  the  faith, 
in  time  of  persecution,  or  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  death.  1  Cor.  xv. 
29.  baptism  for  the  dead. 

Fifth.  Absolute  devotedness  to 
the  grace  and  sovereign  will  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 
Baptism,  in  the  name  of  these, 
implies  an  obligation,  1.  To  re- 


EVAMiELICAL  GUARDIAN 


6*:^ 


ceivc  this  God  alone  as  our  God, 
and  the  object  of  worship,  2.  To 
receive  him  as  he  has  revealed 
himself,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost.  3.  To  render  to  each 
equal  honour  and  obedience,  4. 
To  depend  upon  his  acceptance 
and  favour.  5.  To  be  conformed 
to  his  likeness.  6.  "I'o  hope  for 
eternal  life  through  him  and  no 
other. 

Such  are  the  obligations  im¬ 
posed  by  baptism,  and  such  the 
doctrines  which  it  teaches.  Faith 
in  these  doctrines  must  first  be 
professed  before  baptism,  and 
consequently  the  discharge  ot 
these  obligations  become  due. 
Baptism  therefore  is  a  rite  by 
wluch  the  minister  solemnly  re¬ 
cognizes  the  fitness  of  the  bap¬ 
tized  person  to  be  a  visible  sub¬ 
ject  of  Christ's  mediatorial  king¬ 
dom. 

Three  things  thus  belong  to  it 
as  essential.  1.  'Fhe  previous 
fitness  of  the  person  to  be  bap 
tized.  2.  The  recognition  of 
this  fitness  in  the  act  of  baptism. 
3.  I'he  administration  of  this  act 
of  baptism  by  a  minister.  The 
first  is  the  foundation  of  the  other 
two. 


III.  The  last  particular  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  direction,  is  teach¬ 
ing  them  to  ol>serve  all  things 
which  I  have  commanded  you. 
The  t>ersor.s  meant  are  those 
who.  being  discipled,  have  been 
baptized.  Fy  their  baptism,  they 
have  been  recognized  as  members 
of  the  visible  Church.  They  must 
then  be  taught  by  the  ministry  to 
observe  all  things  which  C  hrist 
has  commanded.  He  is  Ijjrd  as 
well  as  Saviour,  and  Lord  in  his 
character  as  Saviour.  He  is  a 
priest  uivn  his  throne. 

His  commandments  are  moral 


and  positive.  Of  these  last  the 
Lord’s  Supper  is  the  most  im¬ 
portant.  next  to  baptism.  On 
these  commandments  we  will  not 
enlarge. 

They  who  being  discipled, 
have  been  baptized,  must  pro¬ 
cure  the  baptism  of  their  children, 
and  attend  the  Lord’s  supper. 
Children,  or  infant  disciples,  must 
be  taught  in  a  different  way. — 
But  as  this  will  come  under  con¬ 
sideration  fully  hereafter,  we  add 
no  more.  Only  mentioning,  that 
they  who  feel  desirous  of  seeing 
a  sketch  of  a  plan  in  all  its  parts 
for  teaching  children  to  observe 
all  things  which  Christ  has  com¬ 


manded,  can  find  such  a  plan  in 
.  the  Rep»ort  of  a  Committee  of  the 
I  General  Assembly  on  that  sub¬ 
ject;  which  the  Assembly  have 
I  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Churches. 

Zjyraf. 
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AXLCDOTE  OF  HIGH  BROl'GHTO.N. 

THIS  profound  j^cholar  noted 
for  the  freedou)  with  which  he  commn- 
I  nicated  information  to  those  who  were 
;  desirous  of  learning,  but  was  too  apt 
I  to  be  od'ended  when  his  pupils  did  not 
j  readily  understarid  him. — Of  which  the 
I  following  is  an  example. 

^Vhile  Mr.  B.  was  at  Mentz,  a  young 
j  man  of  the  name  of  Morton,  from  Eug- 
land,  frequently  vi^it'-d  him,  to 
j  qiieslior.s,  and  receive  in>trnctioos. 

IN\  hen  the  young  pupil  did  net  under 
stand  him,  but  desired  further  explana' 
tior.,  Mr.  Broughton  became  angry, 
^  calling  him  duU  and  VHlearsed.  This 
j  having  become  his  established  prac¬ 
tice,  Mr.  'lorton.  when  he  asked  him 
I  any  questions,  used  pleasantly  to  say, 
i  ‘‘  \  pray  you,  whatsoever  dolU  or  dwU- 
ards  1  am  to  be  called,  call  roe  so  be- 
!  tore  we  begin,  that  ycur  discourse  and 
rolne  attentioo  be  not  inttrrupted;’’ 
;  which  Mr.  B.  took  as  pK  asantiy  frc»m 
j  him.  This  person,  it  is  added,  was  af- 
[  ttTward  the  celebrated  Dr.  Merlon^ 
*  Bi^lx'n  cf  Durh.v'T!. 
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A  Plea  for  Africa.  A  Sermon 
preached  October  2G,  1817,  m 
the  First  Presbyteriaii  Church  in 
the  city  ofNew-York^  before  the 
Synod  of  JVew-York  and  JVeW' 
Jersey^  at  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  School  established  by  the 
Synod.  By  Edward  D.  Grif- 
Fix,  D.D.  Pastor  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  in  New¬ 
ark^  jS'ezv-Jersey.  Published  by 
request  of  the  Board.  8vo.  pp. 
76.  New- York,  1817. 

Tins  is  an  age  of  religious  ef-j 
forts.  F rom  the  year  1 792,  when  I 
the  first  Missionary  Society  was 
formed  in  England,  there  have 
been  continually  springing  up 
more  and  more  institutions,  which 
are  calculated  to  be  as  useful  to 
the  world,  as  they  are  honour¬ 
able  to  the  people  and  to  the 
cause  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Missionary  Societies  and  Bible 
Societies  are  most  numerous ; 
they  possess  and  they  expend 
princely  revenues  ;  they  exhibit 
Christians  of  almost  all  sects  and 
denominations  under  heaven,  as 
united  in  one  sacred  plan,  and 
pursuing  that  plan  with  activity, 
and  zeal,  and  perseverance,  at 
once  new  and  wonderful.  They 
are  rapidly  translating,  publishing, 
and  circulating  the  pure  word  of 
God,  in  a  multitude  of  languages. 
They  are  rapidly  instructing  and 
sending  forth  preachers  of  the 
gospel  to  the  millions  who  arc 
groping,  and  hopeless,  and  ready! 
to  perish,  amidst  the  darkness 
and  blackness  of  Pagan  idolatries.  | 

VoL,  II. ...No.  2. 


It  was  to  have  been  expected 
that,  in  such  on  age  as  thisy  Africa 
would  cease  to  be  unnoticed,  as  it 
had  been  for  a  long  period,  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  most  inhuman  pur¬ 
poses  ;  and  that  it  would  obtain 
perhaps  increased  regard,  from 
having  been  so  long  forgotten.  It 
was  to  have  been  expected,  that, 
in  such  an  age  as  this,  the  abomi¬ 
nable  traffic  in  human  flesh  w  ould 
be  viewed  in  the  light  which  it 
deserved  ;  and  that  some  atone¬ 
ment  would  be  ofiered  to  a  peo¬ 
ple,  who  had  for  centuries  been 
suffering  oppression  and  cruelty 
I  from  the  civilized  world. 

Accordingly,  we  find  the  slave 
trade  no  longer  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  laws,  but  aban¬ 
doned,  and  almost  entirely  de¬ 
stroyed.  We  find  that  repeated 
attempts  have  been  made  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  interior  of  Africa, 
and  to  obtain  a  full  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  its  inhabitants,  their 
manners,  their  religion,  and  their 
history  ;  with  a  view  to  send  to 
them  the  blessings  of  Christianity. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  add 
that  we  find  Africa  enjoying  the 
word  of  life  in  all  its  languages,  . 
and  the  gospel  preached  to  all  its 
people.  But  the  time  for  this  is 
hastening  on,  and  the  means  are 
in  operation.  Although  one  tra- 
’  vellcr  after  another  has  been  cut 
ofl’bv  death,  still  there  is  an  in- 
trepid  Burchardt,  who,  at  the 
last  accounts,  was  on  bis  way  to 
Tombuctoo  and  the  Niger.  Al- 
I  though  the  recent  expeditions, 
i  undertaken  by  order  of  the  gov- 
j  eminent  of  Great  Britain,  to  ex- 
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plore  the  river  Zaire ^  have  had  a 
lamentable  and  fatal  issue,  still 
there  are  enterprise,  and  ardour, 
and  perseverance,  to  renew  the 
attempt  over  and  over  again,  un¬ 
til  the  efl'orts  are  crowned  with 
complete  success.  Besides,  there 
is  the  African  Association  in  Eng¬ 
land,  (formed  in  1788,)  “  com¬ 
posed  of  men  eminent  for  rank 
and  wealth,  and  still  more  emi¬ 
nent  for  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
science  and  humanity.'’  There 
is  the  African  Institution  in  Eng¬ 
land,  (formed  in  1807,)  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  civilization 
and  improvement  in  Africa. 
There  is  also  the  American  Colo¬ 
nization  Society,  with  a  number 
of  Auxiliaries,  w  ho  have  already 
sent  forth  two  persons  in  their 
employ,  to  visit  different  parts 
of  the  African  coast,  and  gain  all 
possible  information  respecting 
the  fittest  places  for  colonies,  and 
the  best  manner  of  establishing 
and  conducting  them.”  And  there 
is  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
which  is  now  in  a  prosperous 
state  we  would  add  that  here, 
perhaps,  resides  the  individual, 
who  is  to  furnish  to  the  world 
the  long-expected  information 
concerning  the  interior  of  the 
African  continent, — a  rescued  ne¬ 
gro  from  a  slave-ship,  or  a  freed 
black  from  these  United  States, 
or  a  Maroon  from  the  Island  of 
Jamaica.* 

But  the  people  of  colour  in 
these  United  States  require  Chris¬ 
tian  attention,  as  well  as  their 
tawny  brethren  in  Africa.  If  they 
are  to  form  colonies  on  that  con¬ 
tinent,  which  as  yet  is  uncertain, 
thev  should  most  assuredlv  be  in- 
structed  here  to  a  considerable 


♦  Thestf  ikKnptioiis  ol  ntpgroe^ 

'  ?a5dtnl€  (wiih  a  nwnbier  oi  nhiief)  ibe 
^''palaticii  cf  Sierra  Lew. 


extent,  before  they  leave  us- 
And  they  are  not  about  to  depart 
in  a  year  or  an  age  ;  conse<juent- 
ly  the  present  generation  of 
them  (many  of  whom  are  free, 
and  many  more  of  whom  are  be¬ 
coming  free*  should  recei'  p  the 
rudiments  of  education,  and  the 
i  privileges  of  a  preached  gospel. 
iFor  these  purposes,  it  is  in  the 
highest  degree  expedient  and  im¬ 
portant,  that  teachers  and  preach¬ 
ers  should  be  provided  for  tnem 
of  their  own  colour.  Hence  The 
African  School  established  by 
the  Synod  of  New -York  and 
New- Jersey. 

The  follow  ing  information  con¬ 
cerning  this  School  is  contained 
tin  the  pamphlet  before  us. 
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.4t  a  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  New- 
Vork  and  New-Jerst*y,  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  October,  1816,  ‘an  over¬ 
ture  was  laid  before  the  Synod  by  the 
Committee  of  Overtures,  on  the  subject 
of  establishing  au  African  School,  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  young  men  of 
colour,  to  be  employed  as  teachers  and 
preachers  among  the  peopit?  of  colour 
in  these  States  and  elsewhere  ’  The 
business  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
who  reported  in  favour  of  the  measure.’* 
— p.  65. 

“  PLAN  or  THE  SCHOOL. 

“  I.  The  School  shall  b^  under  the 
immediate  care  of  a  chief  instructer, 
who  shall  be  called  the  Principal.  Other 
instructers  may  be  employed  as  occa¬ 
sion  may  require. 

“  II.  The  usual  term  of  study  shall  be 
at  least  four  years,  and  longer  if  the 
Board  deem  it  expedient 

“  The  first  year  shall  be  devoted,  as 
the  Principal  may  find  necessary,  to 
Reading,  Writing,  Spelling,  and  learn¬ 
ing  the  definition  of  English  worths  but 
chiedy  to  English  Gra  ij mar.  Arithmetic, 
and  Geography ;  the  second  to  the  ele¬ 
mentary  principles  of  Rhetoric,  Mathe¬ 
matics,  Naiarai  Philosof  hy,  and  Astro¬ 
nomy  ;  the  third  to  Theology;  the 
fourth  to  Theology,  the  elements  of 
Ecclesiastical  History,  the  more  practi¬ 
cal  principles  ol‘  Church  Govemment, 
and  the  Composition  of  Sermons. 
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“  The  exerciges  of  Public  Speaking 
and  Conipogition  ghall  be  kept  up 
throug^h  the  whole  course. 

“  ill.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prin¬ 
cipal,  from  the  commeuc^'nieiit  of  the 
course,  to  attend  with  special  care  to 
tJie  reIi|yious  iinproTenieiit  of  the  pupils, 
to  converse  with  them  frequently  on  the 
state  of  their  minds,  to  give  them  fami¬ 
liar  instruction  on  the  various  branches 
of  Christian  and  ministerial  duty,  and 
to  form  them  by  practice  to  habits  of 
devotion  and  usefulness.” — p.  67. 

“  On  the  2ith  of  March,  1817,  the 
Standing  Committee,  after  careful  and 
solemn  examination,  received  upon  pro¬ 
bation  two  young  men  who  had  come 
well  recommended  from  a  number  of 
gentlemen  in  Philadelphia;  viz.  Jere¬ 
miah  Gloucester,  son  of  the  Rev.  John 
Gloucester,  of  that  city,  and  William 
Pennington ;  whom  they  placed  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  Ford,  of  Par- 
si  pan  y,  Morris  county,  New- Jersey. 
These  young  men  were  re-examined  by 
the  Board  in  May  following,  and  taken 
permanently  under  their  care.  They 
still  remain  with  Mr.  Ford,'and  by  their 
conduct  and  progress  give  flattering 
hopes  of  future  usefulness.  By  per¬ 
mission  of  Mr.  Ford  they  have  held  a 
weekly  meeting  for  prayer  with  people 
of  their  own  colour,  to  whom  they  have 
become  mneh  endeared. 

“  Several  other  young  men  have  been 
offered  to  the  Board  from  different 
partsof  the  United  States;  but  as  they 
were  not  able  to  read  and  write,  their 
reception  was  delayed  till  they  could 
obtain  these  necessary  qualifications. 
The  Board  wish  their  friends  in  every 
part  of  the  country  to  understand  that 
they  are  prepared,  and  very  desirous,  to 
receive  several  more.  They  hope  not 
to  be  obliged  to  turn  any  away  whoi 
possess  the  necessary  qualifications.  | 
Will  there  not  be  an  etl’ort  made  by  the 
friends  of  religion  and  humanity  in 
every  district  of  the  Union  to  look  out 
for  suitable  young  men,  and  to  provide 
the  means  of  fitting  them  to  enter  the 
School  ?  Will  not  Auxiliary  Societies 
be  formed  wherever  there  are  a  few 
who  partake  of  the  compassions  of 
Christ,  and  feel  for  the  sorrows  of 
Africa?  The  fluid  is  great  and  almost 
immeasurable,  and  requires  the  com¬ 
bined  powers  of  all  the  Christians  in  the 
United  States  through  a  long  and  pa¬ 
tient  exertion.”— pp.  68,60. 


It  was  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Synod  after  the  establishment 
of  their  School,  that  the  Sermon 
of  Dr.  Griffin  was  preached,  on 
the  26th  of  October,  1817; 
though,  as  we  believe,  it  was  not 
published  until  April,  1813.  The 
Sermon  itself,  with  notes  .at  the 
foot  of  almost  every  page,  occu* 
pies  36  pages  ;  and  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  pamphlet  consists  of 
longer  notes  than  the  preceding. 
The  whole  exhibits  ability,  re¬ 
search,  benevolence,  and  zeal, 
which  are  calculated  to  establish, 
if  not  to  increase,  the  already 
high  reputation  of  the  writer. 

The  text  is,  Psalm  Ixviii.  31. 
Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her 
hands  unto  God.  And  the  Preach¬ 
er  thus  begins  his  disoenrse, — 

I  rise  to  plead  the  cause  cf  a  peo¬ 
ple  who,  until  lately,  have  seldom  h/i^l 
an  advocate;  who  for  ages  have  beea 
crushed,  and  broken,  and  deserted,  and, 
by  those  who  have  an  interest  in  their 
depression,  are  represented  as  always 
devoted  to  such  a  fate.  They  who  have 
wished  to  hud  an  apology  for  the  slave- 
trade,  or  a  flaw  in  the  history  of  Mo¬ 
ses,  have  cast  the  Africans  into  another 
species,  and  sorted  them  with  the  ape 
and  ourang-outang.  In  every  plea  for 
the  improvement  of  the  African  race, 
this,  or  an  approach  to  this,  is  the  pre¬ 
judice  with  which  we  have  chiefly  to 
contend.  If  I  rightly  understand  the 
text,  that  holds  out  a  diflTerent  prospect. 
It  speaks  of  a  people  who,  under  the. 
reign  of  Christ,  are  to  be  elevated  to 
the  true  worship  of  God.  Who  are  that 
people  ?  This  inquiry  shall  constitute 
the  first  head  of  the  discourse.”— p.  3. 

In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  it  is 
stated  that  the  Cushites  or  Ethio¬ 
pians  were  formerly  a  people  of 
Asia,  a  colony  of  whom  crossed 
the  Red  Sea,  and  settled  in  that 
tract  of  Africa,  which  lies  on  the 
south  of ‘Egypt,  which  has  since 
been  called  Ethiopia  Proper.” 
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quebo  v  a  considerable  number  in  other 
parts  of  Dutch  Guiana,  aud  in  almost 
every  district  of  South  America  But 
the  ffreat  rccoptaclci  of  this  unhappy 
race  have  been  the  West-Indies  and — 
the  I’nited  States!  In  our  own  free 
cmintry  a  million  and  a  half  are  sup- 
j>osed  to  exist !  In  the  West-Indies 
probably  two  millions. 

‘‘  It  is  calculate'd  that  Africa  l>as 
been  drained  of  no  less  than  150,000  of 
its  natives-  What  prodieiou'^  arrears 
are  due  to  that  ill-fated  country!  What 
an  immense  labour  to  collect  together 
into  the  Christian  Church  all  her  scat¬ 
tered  sons!** — pp.  14,  15. 


“  The  Cushites  in  Asia  became  p*a- 
dually  lost  in  other  names  and  nations, 
while’  the  Africait  branch,  remaining 
pure,  and  becotuiog  jwwcrful,  by  de- 
trrees  ensrrossetl  the  appellation,  and, 
for  many  oenturies,  have  stood  fortli 
the  chief  r.  presontatives  of  the  Cushite 
or  Gthiopio  race.  This  then  is  the 
branch  to  which  a  prophecy  to  be  ful- 
tillcd  in  (kosjx*!  days  ought  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  " — p  7. 


The  Preacher  next  proposes 
a  second  question,  viz.  Ilou  tar 
the  African  Cush  or  Ethiopia  is 
to  bo  consiilered  in  the  text  as 
the  repiTsentativo  of  the  great 
negro  u  orUi.  And  he  observes, 
I.  Fhore  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  mass  of  the  negroes  in 
Africa  are  really  of  this  stock. 

Whether  the  Cushites  com¬ 
prehend  ilic  entire  negro  world 
or  not,  they  may  fairly  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  put  for  the  reprosent- 
atit  es  of  the  whole. 

He  then  asks.  Where  is  this 
race  to  be  found  !  The  follow¬ 
ing  extract  exhibits  a  part  of  his 
answer. 


The  Preacher  proceeds  to  an¬ 
swer  two  objections  to  Christian 
etforts  in  favour  of  the  Africans  ; 
the  one,  that  the  negroes  are 
doomed  by  the  sentence  of  Noah 
to  perpetual  slavery  :  the  other, 
that  they  are  so  inferior  by  na- 
Mre  to  the  rest  of  mankind  as  to 
ahbrd  no  encouragement  to  anv 
exertions  in  their  favour.  Here 
especially  the  talents  and  ardour 
of  Hr.  GrilTm  are  exhibited,  and 
he  has  brought  forward  a  num¬ 
ber  of  arguments  and  details, 
which  ought  for  ever  to  silence 
opposition. 

'I'he  last  head  of  the  Sermon  is 
“  to  consider  the  duty  of  the 
American  people  in  reference  to 
this  subject.*’  And  that  dutv  is 
slated  to  be  twofold. 
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‘‘  2.  ft  is  another  special  duty  de¬ 
volved  on  the  American  people  to  raise 
up  preachers  and  teachers  for  the  Afri¬ 
can  race  at  larg^e.  It  is  much  easier  to 
provide  such  characters  in  this  than  in 
any  other  country ;  and  there  is  a 
greater  call  for  them  liere  than  any 
where  else.  If  our  black  population  is 
to  be  instructed,  it  must  be  chiefly  done 
by  men  of  their  own  colour.  If  colonies 
are  to  be  sent  abroad,  they  must  be 
supplied  with  ministers  and  school¬ 
masters,  or  they  will  relapse  into  hea¬ 
thenism,  aud,  instead  of  advancing,  will 
retard  the  improvement  of  Africa.” — * 
p.  31. 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply! 
our  extracts,  and  to  extend  this 
article  ;  but  we  forbear.  Yet  we 
must  add,  that  while  this  work  is 
continued,  and  we  conduct  it,  we 
shall  always  do  what  we  can  to 
enforce  “  A  Plea  for  Africa.” 


ca,‘ — will  assist  in  opening  some  be¬ 
nighted  eye  to  I  he  light  of  life,  and 
■penetrating  some  aching  heart  with  the 
joy  of  salvation.  V\e  come  to  you  this 
[evening  with  our  hands  stretched  out 
in  supplication  for  Africa,  which,  though 
dark  her  skin,  is  one  of  our  own  mo¬ 
ther's  children.  VVe  beseech  yon,  by 
that  mercy  which  you  hope  to  find, 

,  that  you  do  not  reject  our  suit.  VVe 
beseech  you,  by  the  tears  which  were 
I  once  shed  for  you,  that  you  aid  us  in 
wiping  the  tears  of  an  oppressed  race. 

“  Beloved  brethren,  to  live  in  such  a 
world  aud  age  as  this,  brings  with  it 
immense  obligations^ — the  world  of  all 
others  which  the  Son  of  God  redeemed 
with  blood; — the  age  selected  from  all 
ages  to  be  the  season  of  his  highest 
I  triumph  and  reward ; — the  spot  and 
,  time,  among  all  worlds  and  periods, 
most  interesting  to  the  eyes  of  heaven. 
To  exist  in  such  a  day,  is  a  privilege 
W'hich  kings  and  prophets  desired,  but 
were  not  permitted  to  enjoy.  If  ever 
the  servants  of  God  were  “  a  flame,  of 


And  we  cannot  withhold  one  ex¬ 
tract  more — a  part  of  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  plea  before  us. 

The  Synod  of  New-York  and  New- 
Jerse.y  have  made  a  beginning  in  this 
great  work.  They  have  established  a 
School,  under  the  care  of  a  pious  and 
able  preceptor.  They  have  already  ad¬ 
mitted  two  young  men  of  respectable 
talents,  destined  for  the  ministry,  who 
are  pursuing  their  studies  with  encou- 
raging  success.  Several  more,  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country,  have  made 
application,  and  are  preparing  to  enter 
the  school.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  pupils  will  offer  in  sufficient  num¬ 
bers  to  exhaust  all  the  funds  which  we 
can  raise.  Our  exertions  will  be  bound¬ 
ed  by  nothing  but  our  pecuniary  means. 
Every  cent  that  is  bestowed  will  help 
forward  with  the  sanctification  of  Afri- 


fire,”  this  is  the  time  to  exhibit  them¬ 
selves  such.  You  stand,  my  beloved 
brethren,  under  an  opening  heaven. 
You  stand  by  the  tomb  of  a  world  rising 
from  death.  Be  not  stupid  in  such  a 
day.  Be  not  half  awake.  Let  your 
souls  stand  erect,  looking  out  for  the 
approaching  God.  Let  every  nerve  be 
strung  to  action.  Great  is  the  human 
eflbrt  which  the  day  calls  fur;  great 
will  be  the  triumph  which  faith  aud  pa¬ 
tience  will  achieve.  It  is  but  “  a  lit¬ 
tle  while,  and  he  that  shall  come  will 
come,  and  will  not  tarry.”  For  my 
part  I  would  rather  be  one  to  follow  the 
wheels  of  his  victorious  chariot,  than  to 
enjoy  the  triumphs  of  a  Cesar,  l.et  a 
I  prostrate  world  be  prepared  to  sing 
|‘  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David !  blessed 
I  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
I  Lord  :  Hosanna  in  the  highest?’  Aojen 
land  Araen.” — p.  34 — 3G. 
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[Probably  some  of  our  readers 
have  read  with  admiration  and 
profit  the  Tract,  entitled  The 
Dairyman’s  Daughter.  We  are 
assured,  therefore,  that  they 
will  be  deeply  interested  in  the 
following  selections,  which  are 
from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Leigh 
Richmond,  the  writer  of  tliat 
excellent  Tract. — Ed,] 

RECOLLECTIONS  CONCERNING  THE 

dairyman’s  daughter. 

Previous  to  my  first  visit  to 
the  Dairyman’s  cottage,  and  about 
a  week  after  the  funeral  of  her 
sister,  I  w^ent  to  call  upon  the 

family  at - ,  in  whose  service 

that  sister  had  lived  and  died,  and 
where  Elizabeth  was  requested 
to  remain  for  a  short  time  in  her 
stead. 

The  house  was  a  large  and 
venerable  mansion.  It  stood  in  a 
beautiful  valley,  at  the  foot  of  a 
high  hill.  It  was  embowered  in 
fine  woods,  which  were  inter¬ 
spersed  in  every  direction  with 
rising,  falling,  and  swelling 
grounds.  The  manor-house  had 
evidently  descended  through  a 
long  line  of  ancestry,  from  a  dis¬ 
tant  period  of  time.  The  Gothic 
character  of  its  original  archi¬ 
tecture  was  still  preserved  in  the 
latticed  windows,  adorned  with 
carved  divisions  and  pillars  of 
stonework.  Several  pointed  ter¬ 
minations  also,  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  roof,  according  to  the 
custom  of  our  forefathers,  fully 
corresponded  with  the  general 
fe^itures  of  the  building. 


One  end  of  the  house  was  en¬ 
tirely  clothed  with  the  thick  foli¬ 
age  of  an  immense  ivy,  which 
climbed  beyond  customary  limits, 
and  embraced  a  lofty  chimney  up 
to  its  very  summit.  Such  a  tree 
seemed  congenial  to  the  walls  that 
supported  it,  and  conspired  with 
the  antique  fashion  of  the  place, 
to  carry  imagination  back  to  the 
days  of  our  ancestors. 

As  I  approached,  I  was  led  to 
reflect  on  the  lapse  of  ages,  and 
the  successive  generations  of 
men,  each  in  their  turn  occupy¬ 
ing  lands,  houses,  and  domains  ; 
each  in  their  turn  also  disappear¬ 
ing,  and  leaving  their  inheritance 
to  be  enjoyed  by  others.  David 
once  observed  the  same,  and 
cried  out,  “  Behold,  thou  hast 
made  my  days  as  a  handbreadth, 
and  mine  age  is  as  nothing  before 
thee  :  verily,  every  man  at  his 
best  estate  is  altogether  vanity. 
Surely  every  man  walketh  in  a 
vain  show  ;  surely  they  are  dis¬ 
quieted  in  vain  :  he  heapeth  up 
riches,  and  cannot  tell  who  shall 
gather  them.” 

Happy  would  it  be  for  the  rich, 
if  they  more  frequently  meditated 
on  the  uncertainty  of  all  their 
possessions,  and  the  frail  nature 
of  every  earthly  tenure.  “  Their 
inward  thought  is,  that  their 
houses  shall  continue  for  ever, 
and  their  dwelling-places  to  all 
generations  ;  they  call  their  lands 
after  their  own  names.  Never¬ 
theless,  man  being  in  honour, 
abideth  not  :  he  is  like  the  beasts 
that  perish.  This  their  w'ay  is 
folly  ;  yet  their  posterity  approve 
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their  sayings.  Like  sheep,  they 
are  laid  in  the  grave  :  death  shall 
feed  on  them  :  and  their  beauty 
shall  consume  in  the  grave,  from 
their  dwelling.” 

As  I  advanced  to  the  mansion, 
a  pleasing  kind  of  gloom  over¬ 
spread  the  front  :  it  was  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  shade  of  trees,  and 
gave  a  characteristic  effect  to  the 
ancient  fabric.  I  instantly  recol¬ 
lected  that  death  had  very  lately 
visited  the  house,  and  that  one  of 
its  present  inhabitants  was  an  af¬ 
fectionate  mourner  for  a  departed 
sister 

There  is  a  solemnity  in  the 
thought  of  a  recent  death,  which 
will  associate  itself  with  the  very 
wails  from  whence  we  are  con¬ 
scious  that  a  soul  has  just  taken 
its  flight  to  eternity. 

After  passing  some  time  in  con¬ 
versation  with  the  superiors  of 
the  family,  in  the  course  of  which 
I  was  much  gratified  by  hearing 
of  the  uuremilted  attention  which 
the  elder  sister  had  paid  to  the 
younger,  during  the  illness  of 
the  latter  ;  I  received  likewise 
other  testimonies  of  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  her  general  character 
and  conduct  in  the  house  :  I  then 
took  leave,  requesting  permission 
to  see  her,  agreeably  to  the  pro¬ 
mise  I  had  made  at  the  funeral, 
not  many  days  before. 

I  was  shown  into  a  parlour, 
where  I  found  her  alone.  She 
was  in  deep  mourning.  She  had 
a  calmness  and  serenity  in  her 
countenance,  which  exceedingly 
struck  me,  and  impressed  some 
idea  of  those  attainments,  which 
a  farther  acquaintance  with  her 
afterward  so  much  increased. 

She  spoke  of  her  sister.  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  finding  that 
she  had  given  very  hopeful 
proofs  of  a  change  of  heart,  be¬ 


fore  she  died.  The  prayers  and 
earnest  exhortations  of  Elizabeth 
had  been  blessed  to  a  happy  ef¬ 
fect.  She  described  what  had 
passed  with  such  a  mixture  of 
sisterly  affection,  and  pious  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  mercy  of  God 
to  sinners,  as  convinced  me  that 
her  own  heart  was  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  “  pure  and  undefiled 
religion.” 

She  requested  leave  occa¬ 
sionally  to  correspond  with  me 
on  serious  subjects,  stating  that 
she  needed  much  instruction. 
She  hoped  I  would  pardon  the 
liberty  which  she  had  taken,  by 
introducing  herself  to  my  notice. 
She  expressed  a  trust  that  the 
Lord  would  overrule  both  the 
death  of  her  sister,  and  the  per¬ 
sonal  acquaintance  with  me,  that 
resulted  from  it,  to  a  present  and 
future  good,  as  it  respected  her¬ 
self  and  also  her  parents,  with 
whom  she  statedly  lived,  and  to 
whom  she  expected  to  return  in 
a  few  days. 

Finding  that  she  was  wanted  in 
some  household  duty,  I  did  not 
remain  long  -with  her  ;  but  left 
her  with  an  assurance  that  I  pro¬ 
posed  to  visit  her  parents  very 
shortly. 

“  Sir,”  said  she,  “  I  take  it 
very  kind  that  you  have  conde¬ 
scended  to  leave  the  company  of 
the  rich,  and  converse  with  the 
poor.  I  wish  1  could  have  said 
more  to  you  respecting  my  own 
state  of  mind.  Perhaps  I  shall 
be  better  able  another  time. 
When  you  next  visit  me,  instead 
of  finding  me  in  these  noble  walls, 
you  will  see  me  in  a  poor  cot¬ 
tage.  But  1  am  happiest  when 
there.  Once  more.  Sir,  I  thank 
you  for  your  past  kindness  to  me 
and  mine,  and  may  God  in  many 
ways  bless  you  for  it.” 
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I  quilted  the  house  with  no 
small  degree  of  satisfaction,  in 
consequence  ot  the  new  acquaint¬ 
ance  which  I  had  formed.  I  dis¬ 
covered  traces  of  a  cultivated,  as 
well  as  a  spiritual  mind.  1  felt 
that  religious  intercourse  with 
those  of  low  estate  may  be  ren¬ 
dered  eminently  useful  to  others, 
w  hose  outward  station  and  advan¬ 
tages  arc  far  above  their  own. 

How  often  does  it  appear,  that 
‘‘  Ciod  hath  chosen  the  weak 
thiftgs  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  things  which  are  mighty  :  and 
l)ase  things  of  the  world,  and 
things  which  are  despised,  hathj 
God  chosen,  and  things  which 
are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things 
that  are ;  that  no  desh  should 
glory  in  his  presence.'’ 

It  w,as  not  imfrequentlv  my 
custom,  when  my  mind  was  filled 
with  any  interesting  subject  for 
meditation,  to  seek  some  sjxit 
whore  the  beauties  of  natural 
prospect  might  help  to  form  pleas¬ 
ing  and  useful  associations.  I 
therefore  ascended  gradually  to 
the  very  summit  of  the  hill  ad- 
ioining  the  mansion  where  my 
visit  had  just  been  made.  Here 
w  as  placed  an  elevated  seamark  : 
it  was  in  the  form  of  a  triangular 
pyramid,  and  built  of  stone.  1 
sal  down  on  the  ground  near  it. 
and  looked  at  the  surrounding 
prospect,  w  hich  was  distingiiisbed 
lor  Wanly  and  magnificence.  It 

was  a  lofiv  station,  which  com- 

* 

manded  a  complete  circle  of  in¬ 
teresting  objects  to  engage  ihel 
spectator's  aiieniion. 

Southward,  the  view  was  ter¬ 
minated  by  a  long  range  of  hills 
at  about  si\  miles  distance.  The\ 
met,  to  the  westward,  another 
chain  of  hills,  of  which  the  one 
whereon  I  su  formed  a  link,  and 

the  whole  toccthcr  nearlv  en-:' 

^  • 


compassed  a  rich  and  fruitful  val¬ 
ley,  filled  with  corn-fields  and 
pastures.  Through  this  vale 
winded  a  small  river,  for  many 
miles  :  much  cattle  were  feeding 
on  its  banks.  Here  and  there 
lesser  eminences  arose  in  the 
valley  ;  some  covered  with  wood, 
others  with  corn  or  grass,  and  a 
few  with  heath  or  fern.  One  of 
these  little  hills  was  distinguished 
by  a  parish  church  at  the  top, 
presenting  a  striking  feature  in 
the  landscape.  Another  of  these 
elevations,  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  valley,  was  adorned  with  a 
venerable  holly-tree,  which  has 
grown  there  for  ages.  Its  sin¬ 
gular  height  and  w  ide  spreading 
dimensions  not  only  render  it  an 
object  of  curiosity  to  the  travel¬ 
ler,  but  of  daily  usefulness  to  the 
pilot,  as  a  mark  visible  from  the 
sea,  w  hereby  to  direct  his  vessel, 
safe  into  harbour.  Vilhiges, 
churches,  country-seats,  farm¬ 
houses,  and  cottages,  were  scat- 
I  tered  over  every  part  of  the 
southern  valley.  In  this  direc¬ 
tion  also,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
where  I  w.is  stationed,  appeared 
ilhe  ancient  mansion,  which  1  had 
just  quitted,  embellished  with  its 
woods,  groves,  and  gardens. 

Southeastward  I  saw  the  open 
ocean,  bounded  only  by  the  hori- 
jzon.  The  sun  shone,  and  gilded 
the  waves  with  a  glittering  light, 
that  sparkled  in  the  most  bril¬ 
liant  manner.  More  to  the  easU 
in  continuation  of  that  line  of  hills 
I  where  1  w  as  placed  rose  two 
downs,  one  beyond  the  other ; 
bc*th  coverc'd  with  sheep,  and  the 
sea  just  visible  ot  er  the  fanbesi 
01  them,  as  a  terminating  bound- 
art.  In  ihis  point  shi}^t>  were 
I  seen,  son^e  sailing,  others  at  an- 
I  chor.  Here  the  iiiile  river,  which 
Watered  the  southern  valley. 
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finished  its  course,  and  ran  through 
meadows  into  the  sea,  in  an  east¬ 
ward  direction. 

On  the  north,  the  sea  appeared 
like  a  noble  river,  varying  from 
three  to  seven  miles  in  breadth, 
between  the  banks  of  the  oppo¬ 
site  coast  and  those  of  the  island 
which  1  inhabited.  Immediately 
underneath  me  was  a  fine  woody 
district  of  country,  diversified  by 
many  pleasing  objects.  Distant 
towns  were  visible  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  shore.  Numbers  of  ships 
occupied  the  sheltered  station 
which  this  northern  channel  af¬ 
forded  them.  The  eye  roamed 
with  delight  over  an  expanse  of 
near  and  remote  beauties,  which 
alternately  caught  the  observa¬ 
tion,  and  which  harmonized  to¬ 
gether,  and  produced  a  scene  of 
peculiar  interest. 

Westward,  the  hills  followed 
each  other,  forming  several  in¬ 
termediate  and  partial  valleys,  in 
a  kind  of  undulations,  like  the 
waves  of  the  sea  ;  and  bending  to 
the  south,  completed  the  bound-' 
ary  of  the  larger  valley,  before 
described,  to  the  southward  of  the 
hill  on  which  I  sat.  In  many  in¬ 
stances  the  hills  were  cultivated 
with  corn  to  their  very  summits, 
and  seemed  to  defy  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather  ;  w  hich,  at 
these  heights,  usually  renders  the 
ground  incapable  of  bringing  forth 
and  ripening  the  crops  of  grain. 
One  bill  alone,  the  highest  in  ele¬ 
vation,  and  about  ten  miles  to  the 
soiithwestward,  w.as  enveloped  in 
a  cloud,  w  hich  just  permitted  a 
dim  and  hazy  sight  of  a  signal- 
post,  a  light-house,  and  an  ancient 
chantry,  built  on  its  summit. 

Amidst  these  numerous  speci¬ 
mens  of  delightful  scenery  1  found 
a  mount  for  contemplation,  and 
here  1  indulged  it. 


“  How  much  of  the  natural 
beauties  of  Paradise  still  remain 
in  the  world,  although  its  spiritual 
character  has  been  so  awfully  de¬ 
faced  by  sin  !  But  when  divine 
grace  renews  the  heart  of  the 
fallen  sinner.  Paradise  is  regained, 
and  much  of  its  beauty  restored 
to  the  soul.  As  this  prospect  is 
compounded  of  hill  and  dale,  land 
and  sea,  woods  and  ])lains,  all 
sweetly  blended  together,  and  re¬ 
lieving  each  other  in  the  land¬ 
scape  :  so  do  the  gracious  dispo¬ 
sitions  wrought  in  the  soul,  pro¬ 
duce  a  beauty  and  harmony  of 
scene  to  which  it  was  before  a 
stranger.” 

I  looked  towards  the  village  in 
the  plain  below',  where  the  Dairy- 
I  man’s  younger  daughter  was  bu¬ 
ried.  I  retraced  4hc  simple  so¬ 
lemnities  of  the  funeral.  I  con¬ 
nected  the  principles  and  conduct 
of  her  sister  with  the  present 
probably  happy  state  of  her  soul 
in  the  world  of  spirits,  and  was 
greatly  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  importance  of  family  influence 
as  a  mean  of  grace.  “  That  young 
woman,”  I  thought,  “  hjis  been 
the  conductor  of  not  only  a  sister, 
but  perhaps  a  father  and  mother 
also,  to  the  true  knowledge  of 
God,  and  may,  by  divine  bless¬ 
ing,  become  so  to  others.  It  is 
a  glorious  occupation  to  win  souls 
to  Christ,  and  guide  them  out  of 
Egyptian  bondage,  through  the 
wilderness  into  the  promised  Ca¬ 
naan*.  Happy  are  the  families 
who  are  walking  hand  in  hand 
together,  as  pilgrims,  towards  the 
heavenly  country.  May  the  num¬ 
ber  of  such  be  dailv  increased  I” 

%/ 

Casting  mv  eve  over  the  nu- 
merous  dwellings  in  the  vales  on 
my  right  and  left,  1  could  not 
help  thinking,  how  many  of 
i  their  inhabitants  are  ignorant  of 
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the  ways  of  God,  and  strangers  to 
bis  grace !  May  this  thought 
stimulate  to  activity  and  diligence 
in  the  cause  of  immortal  souls ! 
They  are  precious  in  God’s  sight 
— they  ought  to  be  so  in  ours.” 

Some  pointed  and  affecting  ob- 
iservations,  to  that  effect,  recurred 
to  my  mind  as  having  been  made 
by  the  young  person  with  whom 
1  had  been  just  conversing.  Her 
mind  appeared  to  be  much  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  duty  of  speaking 
and  acting  for  God,  “  while  it  is 
day conscious,  that  “  the  night 
cometh,  when  no  man  can  work.” 
Her  laudable  anxiety  on  this  head 
was  otlen  testified  to  me  after¬ 
ward,  both  by  letter  and  conver¬ 
sation.  What  she  felt  herself  in 
respect  to  endeavours  to  do  good, 
she  happily  communicated  to 
others,  with  whom  she  corres¬ 
ponded  or  conversed. 

Time  would  not  permit  my 
continuing  so  long  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  these  meditations  on  this 
lovely  mount  of  observation,  as 

mv  heart  desired.  On  my  return 

%  % 

home,  I  wrote  a  few’  lines  to  the 
Dairyman's  daughter,  chiefly  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  train  of  thought 
which  had  occupied  my  mind, 
while  I  sat  on  the  hill. 

On  the  next  Sunday  evening  I 
received  her  reply,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  transcript. 

I 

‘‘  REV.  SIR,  Sunday- 

“  I  am  this  day  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  attending  the  house 
of  God,  to  worship  him.  But, 
glory  be  to  his  name !  be  is  not 
ccmdned  to  lime  or  place.  1  feel 
him  present  w  ith  me  where  1  am, 
and  his  presence  makes  my  Para¬ 
dise  ;  for  w  here  be  is,  is  heaven, 
i  pray  God  that  a  double  portion 
of  his  grace  and  Holy  Spirit  may 
rest  upon  you  this  day  ;  that  his 


blessing  may  attend  all  your  faith¬ 
ful  labours  ;  and  that  you  may  find 
the  truth  of  his  word,  assuring  us, 
that  wherever  we  assemble  to¬ 
gether  in  his  name,  there  he  is  in 
the  midst  to  bless  every  waiting 
soul. 

“  How  precious  are  all .  his 
promises  !  We  ought  never  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  his  word.  For 
he  will  never  deceive  us  if  we  go 
on  in  faith,  always  expecting  to 
receive  w'hat  his  goodness  waits 
to  give.  Dear  Sir,  I  have  felt  it 
very  consoling  to  read  your  kind 
letter  to-day.  I  feel  thankful  to 
God  for  Ministers  in  our  Church 
who  love  and  fear  his  name : 
there  it  is,  where  the  people  in 
general  look  for  salvation  ;  and 
there  they  may  ever  find  it,  for 
Jesus's  sake !  May  his  word, 
spoken  by  you,  his  chosen  vessel 
of  grace,  be  made  spirit  and  life 
to  their  dead  souls  \  May  it  come 
from  you,  as  an  instrument  in  the 
hand  of  God,  as  sharp  arrows 
from  a  strong  archer,  and  strike 
a  deathblow  to  all  their  sins  ! 
How  I  long  to  see  the  arrows  of 
conviction  fastened  on  the  minds 
of  those  that  are  hearers  of  the 
word  and  not  doers  !  O  Sir  !  be 
ambitious  for  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  salvation  of  souls.  It  will 
add  to  the  lustre  of  your  crown 
in  glory,  as  well  as  to  your  pre¬ 
sent  joy  and  peace.  We  should 
be  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent 
in  his  service,  saying,  ‘  Lord, 
may  thy  will  be  done  by  me  in 
earth,  even  as  it  is  by  tby  angels 
in  heaven.’  So  you  may  expect 
to  see  his  lace  with  joy,  and  say, 
‘  Here  am  I,  Lord,  and  all  the 
souls  thou  hast  given  me.’ 

‘‘  It  seems  wonderful  that  we 
should  neglect  auy  opportunity  of 
doing  good,  when  there  is,  if  it  he 
dene  from  love  to  God  and  his 
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creatures,  a  present  reward  of 
grace,  in  reflecting  that  we  are 
using  the  talents  committed  to  our 
care,  according  to  the  power  and 
ability  which  we  receive  from 
him.  God  requires  not  what  he 
has  not  promised  to  give.  But 
when  we  look  back,  and  reflect, 
that  there  have  been  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  which  we  have  neglected 
to  take  up  our  cross  and  speak 
and  act  for  God,  what  a  dejection 
of  mind  we  feel!  We  are  then 
justly  filled  with  shame.  Con¬ 
scious  of  being  ashamed  of  Christ, 
we  cannot  come  with  that  holy 
boldness  to  a  throne  of  grace,  nor 
feel  that  free  access,  when  we 
make  our  supplications. 

‘‘  We  are  commanded  to  pro¬ 
voke  one  another  to  love  and 
good  works  ;  and  where  two  are 
agreed  together  in  the  things  of 
God,  they  may  say, 

‘  And  if  our  fellowship  below 

In  Jesus  be  so  sweet, 

AVhat  heights  of  rapture  shall  we  know, 

AV'hen  round  the  throne  we  meet !’ 

“  Sir,  I  hope  Mrs. -  and 

you  are  both  of  one  heart  and  one 
mind.  Then  you  will  sweetly 
agree  in  all  things  that  make  for 
your  present  and  eternal  happi¬ 
ness.  Christ  sent  his  disciples 
out,  not  singly,  but  two  and  two  ; 
that  they  might  comfort  and  help 
each  other,  in  those  ways  and 
works  which  their  Lord  com¬ 
manded  them  to  pursue. 

“  It  has  been  my  lot  to  have 
been  alone  the  greatest  part  of 
the  time  that  i  have  known  the 
ways  of  God.  I  therefore  find  it 
such  a  treat  to  my  soul,  when  I 
can  meet  with  any  who  love  to 
talk  of  the  goodness  and  love  of 
God^  and  all  his  gracious  deal¬ 
ings.  What  a  comfortable  re¬ 
flection,  to  think  of  spending  a 


whole  eternity  in  that  delightful 
employment !  to  tell  to  listening 
ages  his  love,  ‘  immense,  un¬ 
searchable  I’ 

“  Dear  Sir,  1  thank  you  for 
your  kindness  and  condescension, 
in  leaving  those  that  are  of  high 
rank  and  birth  in  the  world,  to 
converse  with  me,  who  am  but  a 
servant  here  below.  But  when  I 
consider  what  a  high  calling,  what 
honour  and  dignity  God  has  con¬ 
ferred  upon  me,  to  be  called  his 
child,  to  be  born  of  his  Spirit, 
made  an  heir  of  glory,  and  joint 
heir  with  Christ;  how  hurnblc 
and  circumspect  should  I  be  in 
all  my  ways,  as  a  dutiful  and  lov¬ 
ing  child  to  an  afiectionate  and 
loving  Father !  When  I  seriously 
consider  these  things,  it  fills  me 
with  love  and  gratitude  to  God, 
and  1  do  not  wish  for  any  higher 
station,  nor  envy  the  rich.  I 
rather  pity  them,  if  they  are  not 
good  as  well  as  great.  My  blessed 
Lord  was  pleased  to  appear  in 
the  form  of  a  servant ;  and  I  long 
to  be  like  him. 

“  I  did  not  feel  in  so  happy  a 
frame  for  conversation  that  day, 
nor  yet  that  liberty  to  explain  my 
thoughts,  which  I  sometimes  do. 
The  fault  must  have  been  all  in 
myself ;  for  there  was  nothing  in 
you  but  what  seemed  to  evidence 
a  Christian  spirit,  temper,  and 
disposition.  I  very  much  wished 
for  an  opportunity  to  converse 
with  you.  1  feel  very  thankful 
to  God  ..that  you  do  take  up  the 
cross,  and  despise  the  shame :  if 
you  are  found  faithful,  you  wull 
soon  sit  down  with  him  in  glory. 

“  I  have  written  to  the  Rev. 
Mr. - ,  to  thank  him  for  per¬ 

mitting  you  to  perform  the  Burial 

Service,  at  - ,  over  my  dear 

departed  sister,  and  to  tell  him  of 
the  kind  way  in  which  you  con- 
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sented  to  do  it.  I  should  mention 
that  your  manner  of  reading  the 
service  on  that  day  had  a  consi¬ 
derable  efl'ect  on  the  hearers. 

“  Fray  excuse  all  faults,  and 
correct  my  errors.  I  expect  in 
a  few  days  to  return  home  to  my 
})arents’  house.  We  shall  rejoice 
to  see  you  there. 

“  From  your  humble  servant 
in  Christ, 

“  E - W - 

It  was  impossible  to  view  such 
a  correspondent  with  indifler- 
ence.  1  had  just  returned  from 
a  little  cottage  assembly,  where 
on  Sunday  evenings  I  sometimes 
went  to  instruct  a  few  poor  fami¬ 
lies,  in  one  of  the  hamlets  be¬ 
longing  to  my  parish.  1  read  the 
letter,  and  closed  the  day  with 
thanksgiving  to  Cod,  for  thus 
enabling  those  who  fear  his  name 
to  build  up  each  other  in  faith 
and  love. 

Of  old  time,  “  they  that  feared 
the  Lord,  spake  often  one  to  an¬ 
other  ;  and  the  Lord  hearkened 
and  heard  it,  and  a  book  of  re¬ 
membrance  was  written  before 
him,  for  them  that  feared  the 
Lord,  and  that  tliought  upon  his 
name.” 

That  book  of  remembrance  is 
ilot  yet  closed. 


MEMOIR  OF  RUGIIOONAT  H, 

A  Bengalee  Christian,  Tvho  died  at 
Serampore,  on  Lord^s  Day 
evening,  the  2Sth  March,  1808. 

Oy  the  29th  of  March,  the 
Christian  Church  at  Serampore 
had  to  carry  to  the  silent  tomb 
the  remains  of  their  brother  Rn- 
ghoo,  who  was  baptized  in  De¬ 


cember,  1805,  and  who  died 
March  28th,  1808. 

'Fhis  convert  was  born  at  a 
village  in  Bengal,  near  Chi/ndu- 
nM-nng?na,  called  Ihddidanga  ; 
his  father  was  a  weaver,  and,  as 
is  usual  among  the  Hindoos,  he 
was  of  his  father’s  trade. 

Rnghoo  was  a  poor  illiterate 
idolater,  unable  to  read  or  write  ; 
and,  in  his  case,  as  in  that  of  all 
the  heathen,  his  natural  con¬ 
science  had  been  exceedingly 
darkened  and  seared  by  their 
“  abominable  idolatries.”  He 
was  an  enthusiast  in  idolatory  ; 
his  back  was  filled  with  scars, 
from  the  hooks  by  which  he  had 
been  so  frequently  suspended  in 
swinging  on  the  infamous  chwrt/- 
ka.’^  Added  to  all  this,  he  lived 
in  adultery  many  years,  and  wal¬ 
lowed  in  the  filthiest  vices. 

Rwghoo  once  lived  at  Seram- 


*  “  The  min  wlio  is  to  «;wing  (says  Mr. 
Ward)  prostrates  himself  l)efore  the  tree ; 
and  a  |^)erson,  with  his  dirty  fingers  makes  a 
mark  %vhere  die  hooks  are  to  be  put.  An¬ 
other  person  gives  him  a  smart  slap  on  his 
back,  and  pinches  up  the  skin  hard  with 
his  thumb  and  fingers ;  while  another 
presses  the  hook  through,  taking  hold  of 
about  an  inch  of  the  skin :  the  other  hook 
is  then  in  tike  manner  put  through  the  other 
side  of  the  back,  and  the  man  gets  up  on 
his  feet.  As  he  is  rising,  some  water  i» 
thrfjwn  in  his  face.  He  then  mounts  on  a 
nidirs  1/ack,  or  is  elevated  in  some  other 
way,  and  the  strings  which  are  attached  to 
the  hooks  in  liis  back  are  tied  to  the  rope  at 
one  end  of  the  horizontal  bamlxio,  and  die 
rope  at  the  other  end  is  held  by  several  men, 
who,  drawing  it  down,  raise  up  the  end  on 
which  the  man  swings,  and  by  their  running 
round  with  that  ro|>e  the  machine  is  tunied. 
In  swinging,  the  man  describes  a  circle  of 
about  thirty  feet  diameter.  Some  swing 
only  a  few  minutes,  others  half  an  hour  or 
more.  I  have  heard  of  some,  w’ho  have, 
continued  swinging  four  hours.  About  die 
year  1800,  five  women  swung  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  with  hooks  through  their  backs  and 
thighs  at  Kidderpoor,  near  Calcutta.  It  is 
not  very  uncommon  for  the  tlesh  to  tear, 
and  the  person  to  fall.  Instances  are  re¬ 
lated  of  such  pe  rsons  i)erishing  on  the  spot." 
History  of  iliiidoos,  V'ol.  11.  p.  582. 
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pore  c^bout  twelve  months  ;  he 
then  went  to  Calcutta,  where  he 
staid  two  or  three  )^cars.  From 
hence  he  returned  to  Serampore, 
where,  hearing  some  people  talk 
about  the  gospel,  he  called  at  the 
house  of  a  native  Christian,  and 
heard  from  him  the  words  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Clwist.  Me  had  been 
connected  with  a  female  for  a 
number  of  years  without  mar¬ 
riage,  hut  had  cpiarrellcd,  and 
separated  from  her,  and  at  the 
above  period  this  woman  was  not 
with  him,  but  lived  at  another 
house  in  Serampore. 

After  Rwghoo  had  been  some 
time  under  instruction,  the  word 
I  evidently  aj)peared  to  have  en¬ 
tered  his  mind  ;  he  seemed  to 
possess  a  deej)  sense  of  his  sin¬ 
ful  ness,  and  of  the  love  of  Christ 
in  becoming  his  Saviour.  He 
was  therefore  baptized,  and  add¬ 
ed  to  the  Church. 

After  his  baptism  he  worked  in 
I  an  inferior  situation  in  the  Bre¬ 
thren’s  printing-othce  at  Seram¬ 
pore,  and  though  he  had  no  ta¬ 
lents  to  preach,  yet  on  all  occa¬ 
sions  he  recommended  tlie  gos¬ 
pel,  by  an  humble  behaviour,  and 
a  grateful  sense  of  kindnesses. 

A  short  time  after  IC^ghoo’s 
baptism,  the  before-mentioned  fe¬ 
male  was  brought  under  the  sound 
\  of  the  gospel,  and  gave  proofs  of 
the  Lord’s  having  opened  her 
lieart.  In  due  time  she  was  bap¬ 
tized,  and  was  afterward  mar¬ 
ried  to  Kaghoo,  and  they  con¬ 
tinued,  to  the  end  of  H?/ghoo's 
life,  an  affectionate  and  happy 
couple,  whose  domestic  happiness 
had  been  greatly  heightened  by 
their  reception  of  the  gospel. 
During  the  tw’o  years  of  their 
marriage,  the  missionaries  never 
heard  of  a  single  difference  be¬ 
twixt  them,  and  during  Hi/ghoo’s 


last  illness,  his  wife  nursed  him, 
day  and  night,  with  the  greatest 
tenderness. 

With  respect  to  the  general 
state  of  our  deceased  brother’s 
mind,  he  appeared  to  he,  as  far 
as  his  knowledge  went,  a  happy 
Christian.  Talk  to  him  whenever 
von  would  of  the  love  of  Christ, 
exclamations  of  astonishment 
escaped  his  lips,  wfiile  the  tears 
filled  his  eyes,  and  ran  down  his 
cheeks.  During  the  singing  of 
hymns ;  or  while  listening  to  the 
story  of  redeeming  love,  and,  not 
unfrequently,  at  the  celebration 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  his  tears 
testified  his  sense  of  the  deep 
stake  he  was  conscious  he  pos¬ 
sessed  in  the  Gospel. 

When  visited  by  the  mission¬ 
aries  he  would  come  to  the  door 
of  his  hut,  and  fetch  the  best  seat 
he  had,  or  could  borrow,  his 
countenance  beaming  with  joy 
at  their  presence  ;  and  on  all  oc¬ 
casions  he  gave  proofs,  by  his 
love  to  the  brethren,  that  he  had 
passed  from  death  unto  life. 

In  his  last  illness  Brother  Ward 
frequently  visited  him,  and  almost 
always  found  him  happy,  pleased 
and  affected  with  the  glad  tidings 
of  the  gospel.  This  brother  found 

his  own  mind  refreshed  bv  these 

•/ 

visits  in  beholding  the  love  of 
this  afflicted  convert  to  the  Sa¬ 
viour  of  sinners. 

Rwghoo  would  sometimes  call 
a  native  member  of  the  Church 
to  come  and  read,  and  pray  with 
him,  grid  one  day  he  requested 
all  the  brethren  might  be  called 
(thinking  his  end  near)  that  he 
might  see  them  before  he  died. 
The  native  brethren  wlio  lived 
near  were  called  ;  a  hymn  was 
sung,  a  portion  of  Scripture  read, 
and  prayer  offered  up  for  our 
apparently  dying  brother. 
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For  some  time  before  his  death, 
Rttghoo,  so  far  from  being  afraid 
of  death,  appeared  too  impatient 
to  die  ;  and  seemed  ready  to 
question  the  love  of  Christ  to 
him,  because  he  did  not  hasten  to 
Like  him  to  himself.  He  prayed 
day  after  day,  that  the  Saviour 
would  'prepare  him,  and  take  him 
to  heaven.  Brother  Ward  was  at 
some  pains  once  or  twice  to  con¬ 
vince  him,  that  Christ’s  time  was 
the  best,  and  that  these  short  af¬ 
flictions  “  were  working  for  him 
an  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory.” 

As  long  as  he  was  able  to  speak 
plain,  he  expressed  his  tirm  hope 
in  Christ’s  death  ;  and  when  he 
could  speak  only  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  he  indicated,  partly  in 
broken  language,  and  partly  by 
signs,  that  Christ  was  there,  (lay¬ 
ing  his  hand  on  his  heart.)  One 
day,  when  Brother  Ward  w’as 
'  there,  he  whispered  (laying  his 
hand  on  his  heart)  “  He  is  here. 
He  is  here.” 

On  the  Lord's  day  that  he  died. 
Brother  Ward  held  the  morning 
meeting  with  the  native  brethren 
in  the  yard  just  before  Rwghoo's 
door  ;  but  our  afflicted  brother 
was  able  to  attend  very  imper¬ 
fectly  to  what  was  going  forward, 
and  in  the  evening  of  that  day, 
about  ten  o’clock,  he  died.  The 
next  evening  he  was  buried  with 
singing  on  the  way,  and  exhort¬ 
ation  and  prayer  at  the  grave  by 
Brother  Carey.  All  the  members 
of  the  Church  present  ;issisted  in 
carrying  the  body  to,  and  tilling 
up,  the  grave. — Rughoo's  age  is 
supposed  to  have  been  about  sixty 
years. 

How  rich  is  that  grace  dis¬ 
played  in  the  conversion  of  this 
person,  once  living  in  idolatry,! 


and  all  its  attendant  abominations  ! 
How  great  the  contrast  betwixt 
the  idolater,  dancing  in  indecent 
attitudes,  or  w  ith  a  piece  of  iron 
run  through  his  tongue,  before 
the  idol,  and  the  same  man 
“  turned  from  dumb  idols  to  serve 
the  living  and  true  God,”  and  re¬ 
ceiving  with  melting  heart  the 
memorials  of  Christ’s  death  and 
sufferings  !  What  a  contrast  be¬ 
twixt  this  poor  deluded  creature, 
suspended  by  hooks  in  his  back, 
and  swinging  for  a  considerable 
time  in  this  shocking  manner,  in 
honour  of  devils,  and  the  same 
man  praying  to  the  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  worshipping  the  true  God  in 
spirit  and  in  truth  !  What  a  dif¬ 
ference  betw  ixt  this  couple,  quar¬ 
relling  with  each  other  while 
living  in  a  state  of  fidultery,  and 
their  living  happily  together  as  a 
Christian  family  !  How  blessed 
a  death,  desiring  to  depart  and  to 
be  with  Christ,  as  far  better  than 
all  the  riches  of  the  East ! 

“  Is  not  this  a  brand  plucked 
from  the  lurtiing 

“  Is  any  thing  too  hard  for  the 
Lordr 

“  .Matiy  shall  come  from  the 
east^  and  the  westy  and  shall  sit 
down  with  Abraham y  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacoby  in  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  :  but  the  children  of  the  king¬ 
dom  shall  be  cast  into  outer  dark¬ 
ness  ! — Beware,  nominal  Chris¬ 
tian,  lest  this  should  be  true  of 
THEE  !  Lest  these  despised  Hin¬ 
doos  should  be  admitted  into  hea¬ 
ven,  whilst  thou,  boasting  in  a 
superior  degree  of  civilization 
and  Christian  instruction,  shouldst 
I  be  thrust  down  to  hell ! 


I 
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A  SERI0V9  REFLECTION. 

Since  I  am  only  a  creature  of  a 
ilay,  born  to  exist  but  a  short 
time  in  this  lower  world,  and  as, 
upon  my  leaving  it,  I  must  be 
hxed  in  a  state  of  unspeakable 
happiness,  or  remediless  ruin,  it 
behooves  me  seriously  and  atten¬ 
tively  to  consider  what  ground  I 
have  to  hope  or  expect  I  shall 
escape  the  misery  of  hell,  and 
obtain  the  bliss  of  heaven.  I  am 
informed  by  an  unerring  book, 
that  by  nature  I  am  a  child  of 
wrath,  that  1  fell  in  my  first  parent 
Adam,  (who  was  the  head  and 
representative  of  the  whole  hu¬ 
man  race,)  and  thereby  became 
obnoxious  to  the  curse  and  ven¬ 
geance  of  a  righteous  sin-hating 
God  ;  and,  indeed,  1  have  given 
demonstrative  proof  of  the  cor¬ 
ruption  and  depravity  of  my  na¬ 
ture,  by  repeatedly  committing 
actual  transgressions.  'I'he  same 
divinely  inspired,  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  infallible  book  further 
informs  me,  that  except  I  am  born 
again,  1  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  My  nature 
must  be  renewed;  a  divine  change 
must  be  efl'ected  ;  the  current  of 
iny  soul  must  be  turned  ;  in  short, ' 
I  must  become  a  new  creature,  or 
I  can  never  dwell  with  a  holy 
God.  Now,  if  this  be  the  case, 
let  me  knock  at  the  door  of  my 
heart,  and  inquire  of  conscience, 
God's  vicegerent  within,  w^hether 
or  not  1  have  any  experience  of 
such  a  change,  and  examine  if  its 
effects  are  visible  in  my  life  and 
conversation  ;  and  may  God  help 
me  to  be  sincere  and  impartial  in 
this  truly  important  and  moment¬ 
ous  concern. 

1.  Have  1  ever  been  convinced 
of  the  evil  nature  of  sm,  as  being 
utterly  contrary  and  infinitely  odi¬ 
ous  to  a  holy  and  just  Ggd  ?  Have 


1  ever  felt  the  burden,  groaned 
under  the  weight,  or  ardently 
longed  for  deliverance  from  sin  ; 
and  has  the  consequence  of  all 
been  the  forsaking  of  it  ? 

2.  Have  I  been  led,  under  a 
deep  sense  of  my  own  vileness, 
and  utter  inability  to  help  or  save 
myself,  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  sin¬ 
ner’s  Friend  and  only  S'^viour? 
flave  I  been  enabled  by  a  divine 
faith  to  lay  hold  upon  him  ;  and 
to  receive  him  as  my  wisdom, 
righteousness,  sanctification,  and 
redemption  ?  Is  Christ  precious 
to  me  in  all  his  offices  ?  Do  I  see 
a  peculiar  suitableness  in  him? 
Am  I  willing  to  renounce  all  for 
him,  to  deny  myself,  take  up  my 
cross,  and  follow  him  through  evil 
as  well  as  good  report,  regardless 
of  the  scoff  of  infidels,  or  the 
ridicule  of  the  ungodl}^  ?  Do  1 
walk  in  the  way  of  his  command¬ 
ments  and  ordinances,  and  pant 
after  more  conformity  to  his  image  ? 
Is  it  my  earnest  desire  not  only 
to  get  to  heaven,  but  also  to  glo¬ 
rify  Christ  upon  earth  ?  Do  I  love 
all  who  bear  the  Saviour’s  image, 
notwithstanding  many  of  them  may 
differ  from  me  as  to  the  circum¬ 
stantials  of  religion  ;  and  is  it  my 
sincere  wish  to  be  instrumental  in 
promoting  his  interest?  If  I  am 
totally  unacquainted  with  these 
things,  which  are  all  Scripture 
evidences  of  a  w  ork  of  grace  upon 
the  soul,  I  am  yet  in  the  gall  of 
bitterness,  and  in  the  bond  of  ini¬ 
quity,  under  the  curse  of  a  vio¬ 
lated  law',  and  my  state  is  not  a 
moment  to  be  rested  in.  But  if, 
on  the  contrary,  1  know  something 
of  these  matters  by  experience, 
and  bear  these  evident  marks  of 
one  truly  regenerated,  let  me  call 
upon  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within 
me,  to  praise  and  bless  the  Lord 
for  his  distinguishing  goodness 


so 
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towanls  me  the  most  unworthy 
of  his  creatures  ;  in  selecting  me 
from  an  ungodly  world,  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins  ;  in  quickening 
my  lifeless  soul  ;  and  in  enabling 
me  in  the  day  of  his  power  to 
flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope  set 
before  me  in  the  everlasting  gos¬ 
pel.— »Let  me  adopt  the  language 
of  the  evangelical  Prophet,  “  O 
Lord  !  I  will  praise  thee  :  Though 
thou  wast  angry  with  me,  thine 
anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou 
comfortedst  me.” 


BAD  COMPANY. 

The  very  sound  of  the  expres¬ 
sion,  Bad  Company^  is  painful  to 
a  prudent  and  pious  ear.  The 
soul  of  a  good  man  trembles  at  the 
idea  of  being  the  companion  of 
the  wicked.  And  what  is  the  rea¬ 
son  ?  He  has  many  reasons  for  it. 
‘He  has  reasons  which  relate  to 
time,  and  reasons  which  relate  to 
eternity.  He  knows  such  com- 
j)any  to  be  disgraceful,  'fhe  wise 
and  good  judge  of  men  by  their 
company ;  and  with  them  it  is 
always  accounted  disreputable  to 
be  seen  in  the  society  of  those 
whose  character  is  stained.  Evil 
company  also  hinders  religious 
improvements :  takes  off  the  heart 
from  God  ;  gradually  lessens  the 
fear  of  sin  ;  imperceptibly  draws 
men  into  the  commission  of  ini¬ 
quity  ;  and  in  this  way  destroys 
both  the  usefulness  and  the  com¬ 
fort  of  life.  It  has  been  the  ruin 
of  thousands  and  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands.  By  it  multitudes  have 
been  led  on  to  actions  and  crimes, 
at  the  bare  thought  of  which  their 
souls  once  shuddered.  By  means  of 
evil  company  they  have  had  their 
minds  filled  with  fears,  and  their 
consciences  overwhelmed  with 
horror ;  and  for  one  that  has  es¬ 


caped  by  true  faith  and  sincere  re¬ 
pentance,  there  is  reason  to  sus¬ 
pect  many  have  gone  down  to  hell. 

If,  therefore,  you  value  your 
credit  and  comfort  in  life,  your 
peace  in  death,  or  your  happiness 
in  eternity,  shun  evil  company  as 
destruction  ;  and  remember,  that 
under  the  idea  of  dangerous  so¬ 
ciety  we  are  to  include,  not  only 
the  drunkard,  the  profane  swear¬ 
er,  the  unchaste,  or  the  disho¬ 
nest  ;  but  likewise  all  who  do  not 
love  God  and  obey  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Lord,  keep  me 
near  thyself! 

ANECDOTE. 

HENRY  iV.  King  of  France, 
was,  in  every  point  of  view,  a 
great  man.  It  reflects  no  small 
honour  on  his  piety,  that  on  the 
return  of  his  birthday,  he  made 
this  reflection  :  ‘  I  was  born,*  said 
he,  ‘  as  on  this  day,  and,  no  doubt, 
taking  the  world  through,  thou¬ 
sands  were  born  on  the  same  day 
with  me  ;  yet,  out  of  all  those 
thousands,  1  am  probably  the  only 
one  whom  God  hath  made  a  king. 
How  peculiarly  am  1  favoured  by 
the  bounty  of  providence  !’ 

A  Christian  too,  reflecting  on 
his  second  birth,  may,  with  greater 
reason,  adore  the  free  and  sove¬ 
reign  grace  of  (iod.  ‘  1  am,  he 
may  probably  say,  ‘  the  only  one 
of  a  large  family,  or  a  larger  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends,  that  at  present 
appears  to  be  of  the  election  of 
grace.  In  the  midst  of  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  many  hundreds,  or, 
perhaps,  thousands,  I  was  possi¬ 
bly  the  only  one  on  such  a  day, 
and  under  such  a  sermon,  to 
whom  the  voice  of  Christ  came 
with  power!  How  much  more  do 
1  owe  to  God  than  if  1  had  been 
born  to  all  the  honours,  cares,  and 
dangers  of  an  empire  !’ 
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SINGULAR  ACCOUNT  OF  SOME  JEWS 
IN  HOLLAND. 

Some  gentlemen,  in  the  pas¬ 
sage-boat  between  Amsterdam 
and  Utrecht,  met  with  several 
Jews.  The  weather  was  unfa¬ 
vourable,  and  this  formed  the 
subject  of  their  conversation. 
One  of  the  Jews  observed  that  it 
was  a  judgment  upon  the  Chris¬ 
tians,  for  their  disrespect  to  the 
Messiah,  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 
‘  And  what  do  you  care  about  the 
Messiah,’  said  one  of  the  gentle¬ 
men,  ‘  are  you  not  Jews  ?’  ‘  Yes,’ 


replied  the  other,  ‘  but  we  be¬ 
lieve  as  firmly  in  Christ  as  most 
Christians  do.  We  have  been 
long  separated  from  the  Syna¬ 
gogue,  and  meet  by  ourselves  to 
read  the  New  Testament,  and 
pray  to  Jesus  Christ ;  our  num¬ 
bers  are  very  considerable  in 
Amsterdam.’  ‘  But  why,’  asked 
the  gentleman,  ‘  do  you  not  come 
forward,  and  join  the  Christians 
at  once  ?’  ‘  Sir,’  said  the  Jew, 

‘  your  practice  and  profession 
are  so  much  at  variance  that  we 
think  w'e  are  better  by  ourselves.^ 
— Bap.  Miss.Mag,  March^  1818. 


Rcligtou^  3Ititeni0cnce. 


MISSIONARY  SUMMARY. 

A  CHASM  in  the  receipt  of  our  Eu¬ 
ropean  publications  will  prevent  our  pre-* 
senting  a  regular  view  of  missionarj’  pro¬ 
ceedings — but  though  broken,  they  will  be 
found  interesting. 

The  Baptists  in  India  still  go  on  in  their 
steady  course,  enlightening  those  who  sit 
in  darkness.  They  are  depositing  the 
Scriptures,  without,  in  every  case,  attempt¬ 
ing  to  explain  them.  Fearful  of  exciting 
prejudices  against  their  mission,  at  the  first 
outset,  they  wait  until  the  word  has  been 
read,  and  a  desire  produced  to  know  more 
of  its  contents.  It  is  then  the  missionary 
steps  in,  and  unfolds  the  great  mystery  of 
godliness.  The  re|X)rts  of  the  missionaries 
do  not  record  any  numerous  or  extraordi¬ 
nary  conversions,  but  there  is  in  many 
places  a  deep  concern  evinced  to  know  the 
truth,  and  some  are  inquiring  what  they 
shall  do  to  be  saved.  Stations  are  already 
effected  at  Dinagepore,  Goamalty,  Cutwa,  i 

VoL.  II. ...No.  2. 


Sylhet,  Chittagong,  Chongacha,  and  seve* 
ral  other  places  on  the  continent. 

In  Ceylon  another  Buddhist  priest  has 
renounced  idolatry,  and  been  baptized  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  In  this  island 
the  word  seems  to  have  free  course ;  and 
the  gods  of  wood  and  of  stone  are  falling 
before  the  King  of  kings  and  the  Lord  of 
lords.  The  missionaries  of  different  sects 
seem  to  have  but  one  strife,  which  shall 
make  the  greatest  exertions  to  spread  the 
savour  of  the  Redeemer’s  name.  In  Ara- 
boyna  Mr.  Jabez  Carey  is  labouring  with 
his  accustomed  zeal,  aud  with  great  sue* 
cess.  Opposition  to  the  Gospel  appears 
every  where  to  be  giving  way,  and  the 
painful  labour  of  the  missionary  is  at 
length  receiving  its  reward. 

Perhaps  the  most  arduous  and  the  least 
unostentatious  situation  of  the  missionary  is 
in  South  Africa.  Here  are,  indeed,  but 
few  prejudices,  except  such  as  arise  from 
the  corruptions  of  human  nature,  to  oppose 
the  progress  of  the  Gospel ;  but  there  is  ar* 
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indifference  <o  encounter,  calculated  to 
flump  thc'most  ardent  zeal ;  and  a  ferocity 
which  would  in  most  cases  check  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  most  intrepid.  Every  step  the 
missionary  takes  in  advance,  draws  him 
nearer  to  danger.  It  is  truly  affecting  to 
mark  the  progress  of  these  servants  of  the 
Most  High  God.  Men  just  come  from 
c  ivilized  society,  and  women,  with  their 
little  charge,  unused  to  suffer,  are  tracking 
the  desert,  unprotected  by  human  arm.  By 
night  the  eartli  their  bed  and  the  canopy  of 
heaven  their  curtain — The  lion,  the  wolf, 
and  the  elephant  howling  for  their  prey, 
•and  ready  to  trample  them  beneath  their 
feet.  By  day  exposed  to  burning  sands ; 
to  the  vertical  rays  of  the  sun ;  and  what  Is 
worse  than  all,  to  the  savage  haunts  of 
men.  Yet  we  sec  them  patiently  persever¬ 
ing,  while  the  divine  arm  is  uplifted  for 
llicir  protection.  Success  will,  W’e  are 
j'*crsuaded,  soon  reward  such  efforts,  and 
that  many,  even  of  the  Caffres,  will  be 
found  as  crowns  of  rejoicing  to  these  disin¬ 
terested  missionaries  in  the  day  of  tlie 
I  ord  Jesus. 

The  most  pleasing  intelligence  has  been 
received  from  llie  Society  Islands.  Po- 
M.4RE,  king  of  Tahiti,  has  long  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  truth  in  Christ.  Now 
the  chiefs  of  the  Leeward  islands  have , 
openly  professed  Christianity,  and  declared 
their  gxjds  to  be  no  gods.  Their  idols  had  ’ 
l\>en  sent  to  the  Bev.  Mr.  Marsden,  in : 
New  South  Wales,  and  while  peace  was  in ! 
all  the  border.'  of  tlie  missionaries,  and  the  j 
Church  had  rest,  the  blessed  work  of  con-  ■ 
\t  rsiou  from  sin  to  holiness  was  proceeding  j 
among  the  natives.  | 

The  mission  to  New  Zealand,  under  the  i 

I 

fiiix'ction  of  Mr.  Marsden,  promises  great ! 
succe^'.  Two  young  chiefs  from  thence  j 
have  arrived  in  London,  for  llic  purpose'  of  j 
U'ing  taught  the  U)vjhaaical  arts,  as  well  | 
as  for  Chrbtiiui  instruction. 

These  facts  strongly  indicate  that  God 
is  |X)uring  out  his  5?pirit  oti  die  heathen 
world,  and  preparing  the  way  for  the  uni- 


tlisciple  of  Christ  will  join  us  in  praying  i 


that  the  time  may  come  when  the  heathen 
shall  be  given  him  for  an  inheritance,  and 
when  Ethiopia  shall  stretch  out  her  haiid« 
unto  God. 
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[Continued  from  page  30*] 

Letters  have  been  received  from  Messrs. 
Glen,  Mitchell,  and  Dickson,  at  Astrachan, 
dated  the  3d  and  Ifith  of  Dcceml^er,  at 
w  hich  time  the  missionaries  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  were  in  their  usual  health,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  had  been  a 
good  deal  indisposed  for  about  a  month,  but 
who,  the  directors  are  happy  to  find,  was 
almost  completely  recovered  at  the  date  of 
the  last  letter. 

The  printing  of  the  second  edition  of  the 
Tartar  New  Testament  for  the  Russian  Bi¬ 
ble  Society,  was  advanced  to  the  end  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans  ;  and  it  is  exjiected, 
it  no  unforeseen  hinderance  should  occur, 
that  the  whole  will  be  hiiished  by  the  month 
of  May. 

The  number  of  books  circulated  during 
November  was  24  Persian  Testaments,  4 
Tartar  ditto,  8  single  Gospels,  and  13G 
Tracts.  The  Moscow  Committee  of  the 
Russian  Bible  Society  had  lately  requested 
to  be  sent  to  them  15  copies  of  the  Tartar 
New  'I'estaraent,  15  of  the  Psalms,  and  the 
same  number  of  each  of  the  single  Gospels 
and  I'racts;  which  order  has  been  an¬ 
swered  as  far  as  was  possible,  the  edition  of 
the  Psalms  having  bten  previously  ex¬ 
hausted. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  the  friendf^  of  the 
Bible  Society,  as  well  as  of  Missions,  to 
leant,  that  among  the  Tartars  in  the  gm  - 
cminrnt  of  Perm,  a  great  anxiety  prevail- 
to  jxtssess  the  Scripture.  This  information 
had  just  been  communicated  by  Prince 
Galitxin  to  the  Anhbishop  of  A>traehan, 
who  was  requested,  at  the  same  time,  to 
cause  copies  of  all  die  books  in  the  Tartar 
language,  printed  by  flie  missionaries,  to 
be  forwarded  to  Perm  as  soou  as  possible. 
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Nor  can  the  following  extracts  from  Mr.  eth  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  golden  candle* 
Dickson’s  journal  for  November  fail  to  be  sticks,  to  open  his  heart,  to  receive  the  only 
at  once  interesting  and  encouraging.  begotten  of  the  Father,  not  only  as  a  Pro* 

Nov.  1.  “  To-day  Moulem  Birdy  called,  phet,  but  as  “  the  Lamb  of  God,  which 
and,  in  the  course  of  a  long  conversation,  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world.” 
proposed  a  number  of  questions  respecting  ”  Hagi  Jan,  who  called  several  times  of 
religion,  which  I  was  enabled  to  answer  late,  and  appears  to  listen  attentively  to 
apparently  to  his  satisfaction.  From  many  what  is  said  to  him  respecting  the  Gospel, 
of  his  questions,  it  is  evident,  that  of  late  he  proposed  to  come  and  live  with  us  in  the 
has  been  thinking  a  good  deal  on  what  be  capacity  of  a  labourer  in  the  printing-ofhee, 
had  heard  from  Christians  respecting  their  and  was  confident  he  would  soon  team  to 
religion.  He  said,  that,  when  opportunity  work  at  the  press.  He  complained  that  his 
offered,  he  conversed  with  all  kinds  of  place  of  residence  was  so  far  distant  as  to 
Christians;  but  (wdietherout  of  compliment  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  hear  the  Gospel 
or  conviction  I  will  not  say)  that  what  he  as  often  as  he  wished;  and  that  thus  de* 
heard  from  us  appeared  to  him  much  more  barred  from  the  opportunities  he  might 
rational  than  any  thing  he  met  with  else-  have,  were  he  on  the  spot,  his  progress  in 
where.  He  speaks  now  with  the  greatest  knowledge  was  but  little,  in  comparison  of 
freedom  on  the  principles  of  Christianity,  what  it  might  otherwise  be.  I  endeavoured 
and  sfiems  not  to  feel  so  much  shocked  as  to  divert  his  thoughts  from  this  project,  be- 
he  once  did,  when  the  divinity  of  Christ  is  ing  afraid  that  he  might  put  us  to  trouble, 
asserted,  though  he  still  opposes  that  doc-  were  he  to  be  received  into  the  printing- 
trine.  In  short,  he  seems  disposed  to  office,  and  that  he  might  not  be  trust-wor* 
think  favourably  of  Christianity  upon  the  thy.  Finding  he  was  not  to  be  dissuaded 
whole,  but  regards  it,  at  the  same  time,  as  from  his  purpose,  by  any  thing  I  could  say 
a  religion  that  is  now  ahrogaied^  and,  of  against  it,  I  told  him  it  was  not  my  pro¬ 
course,  not  binding  on  the  conscience.  He  vince  to  hire  labourers  for  the  press,  and 
reprobates  the  idea  of  ranking  Chi  istians  referred  him  to  Mr.  Mitchell, 
with  infidels,  as  the  Mahommedans  do;  22d.  “Had  several  conversations  writh 
and  is  of  opinion,  that  their  state  (thought  the  Jews,  in  which  I  sometimes  pressed 
perhaps  more  precarious  than  that  of  the  tiiem  pretty  hard  on  their  obstinacy  in  still 
faithful  followers  of  the  founder  of  Islamism)  maintaining,  that  the  Messiah  promised  to 
is  not  at  all  to  be  compared  to  the  condition  their  fathers  is  not  yet  come.  They  are 
of  the  heathen,  who  are  ignorant  of  the  God  |  unable,  however,  to  argue  the  point,  being 
that  made  them.  He  even  proceeded  as  I  almost  entirely  ignorant  of  the  principles  of 
far  as  to  say,  “  they  are  as  ignorant  as  the  Christian  religion,  and  of  the  evidences 
brutes  who  rank  a  believer  in  Jesus  among  on  which  its  truth  is  founded.  I  asked  them 
infidels;”  a  declaration  which,  lam  per- !  to  read  Isaiah  liii.  with  Psalms  xxii.  and 
suaded,  he  would  not  have  ventured  before  j  cx,  I  read,  in  their  hearing,  Isaiah  ix.  6* 
Mohammedans,  lest  he  himself  should  have  |  7.  and  Gen.  xlix.  10.  and  endeavoured  to 
been  pronounced  an  infidel  for  his  pains ; '  direct  their  attention  to  the  names  and  titles 
for,  as  he  considers  the  false  prophet  to  be  i  there  given  to  our  Saviour.  I  remarked, 
at  least  equal  to  Jesus  of  Naiareth,  whose  '  that,  in  the  history  of  Jesus  of  Naiareth, 
divinity  he  denies,  the  imputation  of  being  |  every  thing  was  fulfilled  which  their  pro- 
an  infidel  is  a  burden  which  he  is  not  yet !  phets  had  foretold  respecting  the  life  and 
able  to  bear.  In  the  course  of  the  conversa-  death  o£  the  Messiah ;  and  that,  in  point  of 
fion  he  admitted,  that,  in  order  to  serve  '  fact,  the  sceptre  did  not  depart  from  Judah 
God  acceptably,  a  change  of  heart  is  ne-  till  he  came ;  that,  from  his  resurrection  to 
Cessary ;  but  on  this  .subject  his  notions  arc  « the  present  moment,  the  people  had  been 
^cn fused.  May  it  please  Him,  who  wnlk- 1  gathering  to  him  as  the  Messiah ;  and  that 
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they  would  continue  flocking  to  his  standard, 
till  the  Jews  themselves  were  at  length 
brought  m  with  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles. 
I  added,  that  after  this  event,  the  kingdom 
.  of  the  Messiah  might  be  considered  as  hav¬ 
ing  rt'ached  the  zenith  of  its  glory  in  the 
W'orld,  and  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  would 
then  Ix'  universally  acknowledged  as  King 
in  Zion.” 

“  Could  we  only  see  the  Messiah,”  said 
they,  “  then  would  we  believe  on  him.”  I 
replied,  that  seeing  him  with  their  bodily 
eyes  was  not  necessary  in  order  to  their  be¬ 
lieving  the  truth  of  his  Messiahship  ; — that 
the  evidence  of  his  incarnation,  resurrec¬ 
tion,  and  ascension,  was  of  the  most  unex¬ 
ceptionable  nature ; — and  that  it  would  be 
unreasonable  in  the  extreme  to  believe 
nothing  upon  the  testimony  of  others,  and 
to  require  ocular  demonstration,  as  a  sine 
qua  non,  in  order  to  their  receiving  Christ 
as  their  Saviour.  ”  And  do  you  think,” 
said  they,  “  that  the  Messiah  will  never 
come  “  Never,”  said  I,  “  in  the  sense 
in  which  you  understand  his  coming.  He 
w  ill  never  appear  to  his  kinsmen  as  a  tem¬ 
poral  deliverer  at  the  head  of  their  armies. 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  indeed,  will  come  again 
to  the  world,  and  every  eye  shall  see  him, 
but  not  in  the  character  of  an  eartldy  prince. 
When  he  comes,  it  will  bo  to  judge  the 
world,  and  to  receive  those  to  the  glories 
of  heaven  who  have  been  his  faithful  fol¬ 
lowers  on  eartli,  w  ho  have  not  seen,  and 
yet  have  believed ;  and  not  to  erect  such  a 
kingdom  as  \oa  expect  To  suppose,  as 
the  MohanMnedans  do,  that  he  will  come  to 
our  earth,  marry  a  wife,  have  children,  and 
reign  forty  years,  and  kill  Antichrist  with 
his  own  hand,  is  to  entertain  ideas  of  his 
cliaracter,  which  are  utterly  repugnant,  not 
only  to  the  doctrines  of  the  .Apostles  of 
Christ,  but  to  the  predictions  of  the  pro¬ 
phets.”  They  heard  some  other  irmarks 
which  1  thought  proper  to  t^'er,  illustrative 
of  my  views  of  the  character  of  Antichrist, 
but  declined  discussing  the  question,  by  al¬ 
leging  their  want  of  knowledge  as  the  rea¬ 
son;  adding,  at  the  san)e  time,  that,  in 
their  opinion,  the  apjvearancc  oi  Messiah 


would  be  necessary,  that  the  powers  to 
which  the  Jews  are  subject  might  l)e  in¬ 
duced  to  let  them  go  free,  and  return  to 
their  own  landj  as  if  the  God  who  made 
Cyrus  let  their  fathers  return  to  Palestine, 
could  not  do  a  similar  work  in  our  days.  1 
replied,  that  in  order  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promises  made  to  the  fathers,  it  was  not 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  Jews  should 
return  to  the  Holy  Land ;  and  offered  such 
remarks  as  seemed  requisite  for  removing 
their  difficulty. 

“  Having  promi.sed  to  procure  for  them 
a  few  copies  of  the  Hebrew  Gospels  fron> 
the  Astrachan  Bible  Society,  1  embraced 
the  opportunity  offered,  and  presented 
them  with  nine  copies,  which,  with  one 
formerly  given,  make  in  all  icn  copies  of 
the  four  Gospels,  and  Acts  of  the  Aj>ostles, 
in  Hebrew.  Each  of  them  got  a  copy  into 
his  hand,  and  their  priest  examined  them 
one  by  one.  They  seemed  pleased  as  they 
eyed  the  book  over;  but  I  believe  they 
would  have  given  them  all,  without  a  sigh, 
for  a  Hebrew  Testament.  May  the  reading 
of  these,  through  the  divine  blessing,  be  the 
dawn  of  Go»|>el  light  anjong  the  Jews  of 
Endery  !  May  the  veil  be  removed  from 
their  hearts,  and  many  of  them  lx?  made  to 
see  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah  pn)mised  to 
tlieif  fatiiers,  and  tliat  he  is  al^lc  to  save  to 
the  uttennost  all  that  come  unto  God  hv 
him.” 


DEATH  OF  SABAT. 

The  following  brief  narrative  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  attending  the  latter  days  of  the 
unhappy  apostate  Sabat,  is  taken  from  the- 
Madras  Courier. 

**  On  renouncing  the  religion  which  he 
had  embraced  with  all  the  zeal  and  fervour 
of  a  nxin  sincerely  pt  rsuadt  d  of  its  truth,  hr 
was  shameless  as  to  write  and  print  a 
book,  declaring  that  he  only  became  a  con¬ 
vert  to  comprehend  and  expose  the  doc- 
trim  s  of  Clirisiianiiy,  interspersing  through 
the  pages  of  his  work  intcinperate  abuse  ot 
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many  respectable  gentlemen  who  had  been  1 
his  benefactors.  He  immediately  left  Cal-  j 
cutta,  visited  Ava  and  Pegn,  and  a  short  j 
time  afterward  was  found  to  have  taken  up 
his  residence  in  an  obscure  quarter  of  Pe¬ 
nang.  There,  if  we  can  believe  his  own 
declarations,  he  began  to  feel  the  compunc¬ 
tions  and  remorse  of  conscience,  which  he 
attempted  to  describe  in  his  communica¬ 
tions  with  several  persons  on  that  island. 
He  stated,  that  he  never  could  be  happy  till 
he  had  made  atonement  for  his  offences, 
and  had  been  received  back  into  the  Church 
he  had  so  shamefully  abandoned.  In  a 
letter  which  he  published  in  the  Penang 
Gazette,  of  the  9th  of  March,  181b,  he  had 
the  effrontery  to  avow  himself  a  true  be¬ 
liever  in  Christianity  !  notwithstanding  the 
book  he  published  contained  a  refutation  of 
<'hrigtianity — a  refutation  of  the  divinity  of 
Cyjriit — a  refutation  of  the  objections  of 
both  Jews  and  Christians  to  the  divine  mis¬ 
sion  of  Mohammed — proofs  of  his  mission — 
and  his  own  profession  of  faith !  From 
other  sources  of  information,  however,  we 
understand  that  he  testified  extraordinaiy 
devotion  as  a  Soonee,  the  sect  of  Moham¬ 
medans  of  wliich  he  was  an  original  mem¬ 
ber.  But  in  all  his  recent  wanderings  in 
different  parts  of  Ava,  Pegu,  and  Sumatra, 
it  seems  that  the  renown  of  his  apostacy 
sdOn  destroyed  the  friendly  connexions  he 
liad  formed  on  his  fii*st  appearance,  and  in 
every  place  of  sojourn  he  l^ecaine  finally 
despised  and  neglected.  The  following 
particulars,  which  describe  the  last  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  his  life,  are  derived  from  a 
native  merchant  of  respectability.  A  short 
time  ago,  the  son  of  Synd  Hossyn,  a  mer¬ 
chant,  proceeded  from  Penang  to  Acheen, 
and  succeeded  in  wresting  from  a  Rajah 
the  possession  of  his  provinces.  The  de. 
throned  Rajah  w  as  obliged  to  seek  refuge' 
at  Penang  ; — but  no  person  feeling  inter- 1 
ested  in  his  fate,  or  making  any  inquiry 
respecting  his  condition,  he  continued  on 
board  the  vessel  w'hich  had  conveyed  him 
from  his  native  country.  Sabat  and  Hamar  - 
ibni-Salim,  another  Arab,  having  opened  a 
communication  with  the  exiled  Rajah,  en¬ 


gaged  to  return  with  him  to  Acheen ;  but 
the  followers  or  attendants  of  the  Rajah,  for 
some  unspecified  reason,  turned  the  two 
Arabs  on  shore  on  a  neighbouring  island. 
When  the  son  of  Synd  Hossyn  heard  that 
the  Rajah  was  returning,  and  had  landed 
two  Arabs,  he  despatched  his  people  to  ap¬ 
prehend  them,  and,  probably  conceiving 
them  to  be  associated  with  his  enemy  to 
expel  him  from  the  throne,  placed  them  in 
close  confinement.  This  is  the  substance 
of  the  news  that  had  reached  Penang  when 
the  merchant  who  communicates  these  par¬ 
ticulars  was  there.  But  on  his  voyage  back 
to  this  port,  he  was  informed  that  the 
usurper  above  noticed,  after  having  kept 
the  wretched  suflferers  in  prison  six  months, 
had  ordered  them  to  be  tied  up  in  a  sack 
filled  with  heavy  stones,  and  thrown  into 
the  sea !  Other  accounts,  which  concur 
generally  with  the  foregoing,  state  that 
Sabat  joined  the  usurper;  and  having  been 
discovered  in  carrying  on  a  scheme  to  over¬ 
throw  the  new  authority  in  favour  of  him¬ 
self,  he  was  punished  w’ith  the  horrible 
death  here  described.  The  storj*  of  the 
revolution  in  Acheen  may  be  erroneously 
stated,  but  all  the  accounts  agree  respect¬ 
ing  the  fate  of  the  unhappy  apostate.” 


INDIA. 

Account  of  a  remarkable  assembly  of  Hin- 
dooSj  near  Delhi,  who  met  to  read  the 
Scriptures. — Extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Mr.  F.,  dated  May  6,  1817,  to 
Rev.  Mr.  71,  Calcutta. 

“  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that 
the  inhabitants  of  India  are  nearly  inacces¬ 
sible  to  us  in  their  present  state,  (I  mean 
with  a  view  to  their  conversion,)  from  the 
gross  ignorance  and  want  of  common  ru- 
dimental  instruction  which  prevails  among 
them;  and  the  great  means  which  India 
appears  to  be  in  want  of  at  present,  is  a 
systematic  plan  of  education,  patiently  and 
industriously  to  be  acted  upon  throughout 
the  whole  of  our  territories.  Only  let  the 
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population  have  the  power  to  read  our 
Scriptures,  and  we  have  done  thena  a  kind¬ 
ness,  the  benefit  of  which  nothing  can  de¬ 
prive  tliem  of.  The  Bible  may  do  its  own 
%vork ;  that  it  can  do  so  has  been  repeatedly 
proved,  in  spite  of  the  melancholy  fore¬ 
bodings  and  sensitive  jealousies  of  the  ad¬ 
versaries  to  its  distribution. 

Take  an  instance,  my  dear  brother, 
which  I  think  so  well  calculated  to  cheer 
our  spirits.  You  know  that  Anund  Mesee 
is  now  baptized.  1  shall  send  you  bis  his¬ 
tory  by  the  next  packet.  We  have  every 
reason  to  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  his 
Christian  profession,  and  we  hope  for  many 
beneficial  results  from  his  real  ability  and 
consistent  life.  The  other  day  he  asked 
my  permission  to  leave  his  little  school  at 

M - ,  to  go  over  for  a  few  days,  to  Delhi ; 

which  was  the  more  readily  granted,  as  he 
still  entertains  hopes  of  bringing  his  wife 
over  to  the  acceptance  of  tlie  salvation  of 
the  Gospel,  as  well  as  his  brothers  and 
sisters. 

During  liis  stay  at  Delhi,  a  report  was  in 
circulation  that  a  number  of  strangers  had  j 
assembled  togedier  (nobody  knew  why)  in  | 
a  grove  near  the  imperial  city,  and  were  ^ 
busily  employed,  apparently  in  friendly 
conversation,  and  in  reading  some  book  in 
their  possession,  which  induced  them  to 
lenounce  their  caste,  to  bind  themselves  to 
love  and  associate  with  one  anotlier,  to  in¬ 
termarry  only  among  their  own  sect,  and 
to  lead  a  strict  and  holy  life.  j 

This  account  filled  Anund  with  great! 
anxiety  to  ascertain  who  and  what  they! 
were  *,  and  he  instantly  set  off  for  tlie  grove 
which  had  been  pointed  out  as  the  place  ofj 
rendezvous.  He  found  about  500  j:)eople, ; 
men,  women,  arid  children,  seated  under 
llie  shade  of  the  trees,  and  employed,  as 
iiad  l)een  related  to  him,  in  reading  and 
conversation.  He  went  up  to  an  elderly- 
looking  n^n,  and  accosted  hint ;  and  the 
following  conversation  passed  : — 

“  Friend,  pray  who  are  all  these  people, 
and  whence  come  tliey  r”  “  We  are  poor 
nnd  lowly,  and  we  icad  and  love  this 
book.”  .'I’fwud.  “  What  [s  that  book.'” 


“  The  book  of  God.”  Anund,  “  Lei  me 
look  at  it,  if  you  please.”  Anund,  on  open¬ 
ing  it,  perceived  it  to  be  the  Gospel  of  our 
Lord,  translated  into  the  Hindoostanee 
tongue,  many  copies  of  which  seemed  to  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  party ;  some  printed, 
others  written  by  themselves  from  the 
printed  ones. 

Anund  pointed  to  the  name  of  Jesus,  and 
asked,  “Who  is  that?”  “That  is  God; 
he  gave  us  this  book.”  Anund,  “  Where 
did  you  obtain  it?”  “  An  angel  from 
heaven  gave  it  me  at  Hurdwar-Fair.” 
Anund,  “  An  angel !”  “  Yes ;  to  us  he 
was  God^s  angel ;  but  he  was  a  man,  a 
learned  Pundit”  (Doubtless  these  trans¬ 
lated  Gospels  must  have  been  the  hooks 
distributed  five  or  six  years  ago  at  Hurd- 
war  by  the  Missionary.)  “  The  written 
copies  we  wrote  ourselves,  having  no  other 
means  of  obtaining  the  Blessed  Word.” 
“  These  books,”  said  Anund,  “  teach  the 
religion  of  the  European  Sabibs.  It  is  their 
book ;  and  they  printed  it  in  our  language 
for  our  use.”  “Ah,  no;”  replied  the 
stranger,  “  that  cannot  be,  for  th6;y  cat 
fiesh.”  “  Jesus  Christ,”  said  Anund, 
“  teaches  that  it  does  not  signify  what  a 
man  eats  or  drinks.  Eating  is  nothing  be¬ 
fore  God  ;  and  not  that  which  entereth  into 
a  man*8  mouth  defiletli  him,  but  that  which 
cometh  out  of  the  mouth,  (his  defileth  a 
man ;  for  vile  things  come  fortii  frcffn  the 
heart;  and  out  of  the  heart  proccedeth  evil 
thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornication, 
thefis,  &c. ;  these  are  the  tilings  that  de¬ 
file.”  “  That  is  true ;  but  how  can  it  be 
the  European  book,  when  we  believe  that  it 
was  God’s  gift  to  us  at  Hurdwar-Fair?” 
Anund,  “  God  gave  it  loug  ago  to  the 
Sabibs,  and  they  sent  it  to  us.”  1  find, 
from  Anund,  that  these  Testaments  were 
circulated  at  Hurdwar,  (I  Ijelieve,  by  Mr. 
Chambe  rlain,)  and  falling  into  the  Lands  of 
different  {>eople,  resident  in  different  but 
neighbouring  villages,  they  were  found  to 
be  interesting  records,  and  well  »vorth  the 
attention  of  the  people. 

A  public  reader  ap|)ears  to  have  bceu 
selected  by  themselves  in  each  of  the  ril* 
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lages,  for  the  express  purpose  of  reading 
the  miraculous  Book ;  and  their  evenings 
have  been  habitually  spent  in  this  blessed 
erDplo}  ment ;  crowds  gatliering  together 
to  hear  God’s  Book.  The  ignorance  and 
simplicity  'of  many  was  very  striking. 
Never  having  heard  of  a  printed  book  be¬ 
fore,  its  very  appearance  was  to  them  mi¬ 
raculous. 

A  great  stir  was  created  by  the  gradually 
increasing  information  hourly  obtained ; 
and  ail  united  to  acknowledge  the  supe¬ 
riority  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Book  to 
eveiy  thing  they  had  hitherto  heard  or 
known.  An  inditference  to  the  distinction 
of  caste  soon  manifested  itself ;  and  the  in¬ 
terference  and  tyrannical  authority  of  their 
Brahmins  became  more  offensive  and  con¬ 
temptible.  At  last  it  was  determined  to 
separate  themselves  from  the  rest  of  their 
Hindoo  brethi*en,  and  establish  a  party  of 
iheir  own,  choosing  out  four  or  five  who 
could  read  the  best,  to  be  public  teachers 
from  this  newly -acquired  Book.  The  num- 
Ijers  daily  and  rapidly  increased,  especially 
amongst  the  poor ;  which  at  last  suggested 
the  idea  of  convoking  a  public  meeting  of 
all  their  congenial  associates,  to  ascertain 
liow  many  accepted  their  new  doctrine. 
The  large  grove  near  Delhi  seemed  a  con¬ 
venient  spot,  and  Uiis  interesting  group  had 
now  all  met  for  this  very  purpose  when 
Anunu’s  visit  took  place. 

They  seemed  to  have  no  particular  form 
of  congregational  worship ;  but  each  indi¬ 
vidual  made  daily  and  diligent  use  of  the 
Ivord’s  prayer.  Anund  asked  them,  why 
they  w’cre  all  dressed  in  white.  “  The 
people  of  God  should  wear  white  gar¬ 
ments,”  w  as  the  reply,  “  as  a  sign  that  they 
are  clean,  and  rid  of  their  sins.”  Anund 
observed,  “  You  ought  to  be  baptized  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
f  ihost.  Come  to  M. ;  there  is  a  Christian 
Badree  there,  and  he  will  show  vou  what 
you  ought  to  do.”  Tliey  answered,  “  Now 
we  must  go  home  to  the  harvest ;  but  as  we 
mean  to  meet  once  a  year,  perhaps  the  next 
'  ear  we  may  come  to  M.” 

In  consequence  of  this,  I  have  deemed  it 


advisable  to  send  Anund  to  make  all  possi¬ 
ble  inquiry  respecting  these  promising  blos¬ 
soms  of  hope,  and  trust  to  be  enabled  ere 
long  to  give  you  still  more  gratifying  in¬ 
formation. 


MISSIONARY  STATIONS,  &c; 


From  a  list  which  has  been  lately  pub¬ 
lished,  the  following  appears  to  be  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Protestant  Missionary  Stations,  and 
Missionaries,  Catechists,  &c.  throughout  the 
world.  The  various  societies  are  arranged 
in  chronological  order. 


Cl 
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Royal  Danish  Mission  College  .  1 
Christian  Knowledge  Society  .  .  3 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  2 

United  Brethren . 33 

Wesleyan  Methodists . 29 

Baptist  Missionary  Society  ...  26 
(London)  Missionary  Society  .  .  36 
Edinburgh  Missionary  Society  .  3 
Church  IMissionary  Society  ...  29 
American  Congregational  Board 

of  Missions . 2 

American  Baptists .  1 


3 
6 

4 
37 

63 

59* 

82 

8 

51 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  SOCIETY. 


Tlic  second  anniversary  of  this  Society 
was  held  in  tlie  spacious  room  at  the 
Washington  Hall,  in  the  city  ofNew-York* 
on  Tuesday,  the  12th  of  May,  at  half  past 
4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

This  was  a  most  interesting  meeting. 
About  2500  children,  principally  males, 
were  collected  together.  Their  appear¬ 
ance  was  remarkably  devout,  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  crowd  assembled,  they  main¬ 
tained  tlie  greatest  order.  Appropriate 
hymns  were  sung  by  tlie  children,  and  an 
address  delivered  to  them  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 


*  There  are  some  native  preachers  not  lu- 
cludeU  in  Uiis  eauuoeratiou. 
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Maclay.  Tracts  were  distributed  to  each 
scholar,  when  they  retired. 

The  chair  was  then  taken  by  Richard 
Varick,  Esq.  the  President,  and  the  re¬ 
port  read  by  Mr.  James  Eastburn.  On  the 
several  motions  made,  very  excellent 
speeches  were  delivered  by  the  Rev.  James 
IVlilnor,  the  Rev.  Paschal  N.  Strong,  and 
John  Hristed,  Esq.  The  meeting  was 
opened  by  the  Rev.  James  M.  Mathews, 
and  closed  by  the  Rev.  Nathan  Bangs. 

The  Report  exhibited  both  improvement 
and  increase  in  the  Schools,  but  as  it  is  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed,  we  shall  defer  giving  j 
an  abstract  until  our  next  number.  ! 


AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


for  his  absence,  which,  we  regret  to  add, 
was  occasioned  by  severe  indisposition. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Dr.  Ro- 
meyn,  the  annual  report  was  read  by  tho 
Rev.  Dr.  Blatchford,  of  Lansingburgh.  The 
following  resolutions  were  then  unanimous¬ 
ly  adopted : — 

1.  On  motion  of  John  Murray,  Jun.  Esq. 
of  this  city,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mil¬ 
ler,  of  Princeton,  New -Jersey  : 

Res^lvedj  That  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  now  read,  l)e  accepted,  as 
highly  satisfactoiy  and  encouraging ;  and 
that  it  be  published  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board. 

2.  On  motion  of  the  Rev.  James  Milnor, 
Rector  of  St.  George’s  Chapel,  in  this  city, 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mathew's,  of 
the  Dutch  Church,  in  Gaixlen-Street,  in  this 


The  second  anniversary  of  this  Society 
was  celebrated  on  the  14th  of  May  last. 
The  Board  of  Managers  and  Directors  met 
at  10  o’clock,  at  their  room  in  the  New- 
Vork  Institution,  and  having  finished  their 
preparatory  arrangements,  moved  to  the 
City  Hotel  in  procession.  At  11  o’clock  the 
Hon.  Elias  Boudixot,  LL.D.  President 
of  the  Society,  took  the  chair. 

By  request  of  the  President,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Mason  ope  ned  the  meeting,  by  reading 
the  49th  chapter  of  the  Prophecies  of  Isaiah. 
A  very  atfectionate,  interesting,  and  im¬ 
pressive  addn  ss  was  then  delivered  b}-  the 
venerable  Pi'esident. 

After  ihe  President’s  address,  letters  of 
apology  were  read  from  tlie  following  Vice- 
Presidents,  who  were  unavoidably  pre¬ 
vented  from  being  present  on  the  occasion  : 
The  Hon.  John  Quincey  Adams,  Secretary 
of  .State  of  the  United  States,  the  Hon. 
Smith  Thompson,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State 
of  New- York,  the  Hon.  William  Tilghman, 
Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Hon. 
Andrew  Kirkpatrick,  Chief  Justice  of  New- 
Jersey,  Joseph  Nourse,  Esq.  of  the  City  of 
"Washington,  and  Francis  F.  Key,  Esq.  of 
tGeorgf'town,  Dis.  Col.  A  letter  W’as  also 
read  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Romeyn,  Seert  tary 
/or  Domestic  Coi  resj>ondence,  apcdogiiing 


Resolccdf  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  presented  to  the  Prosident,  for  his  con¬ 
tinued  and  W'atchful  attention  to  its  in¬ 
terests,  and  for  his  munificent  liberality  to¬ 
wards  its  funds. 

3.  On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Chester, 
of  Albany,  seconded  by  Gen.  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer : 

Rcsolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  rendered  to  the  several  Vice-Presidents, 
for  the  distinguished  patronage  which  they 
have  afforded  to  the  Institution. 

4.  On  motion  of  Samual  Bayard,  Esq.  of 
New-Jersey,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Maclay,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  tliis  city : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  presented  to  the  Treasurer,  the  Secre¬ 
taries,  and  the  Board  of  Managers,  for 
their  services  during  the  present  year. 

5.  On  motion  of  Joshua  M.  Wallace, 
i  Esq.  of  New- Jersey  ; 

I  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  given  to  the  several  Congregations,  Aux¬ 
iliary  Societies,  and  individuals,  who  in  any 
way  may  have  contributed  to  its  resources 
and  usefulness. 

By  the  annual  report,  it  Rpjx‘ars  that  the 
Managers  have  issued,  during  the  past  year, 
nearly  18,0tK)  Bibles;  that  they  now  num- 
b*'r  one  hvndred  and  ft auxiliary  insfi- 
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‘utions;  and  that,  since  the  former  anni- 
rersai^S  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
SEVENTY-FOUR  Clergymen,  of  different  de¬ 
nominations,  have  been  made  life-members 
♦>f  the  Society,  by  the  contribution  of  their 
})arishioners.  It  also  appears,  tliat  the 
Board  arc  now  engaged  in  publishing  parts 
of  the  Bible  in  two  different  Indian  lan¬ 
guages.  Other  parts  will  be  printed  in  the 
same  dialects  as  soon  as  correct  transla¬ 
tions  can  be  procured. 


SPEECH  OF  THE  REV.  MR. 

liLATCHFOKD,  1 

the  anniversary  of  the  Female  Union 
Society  for  the  promotion  of  Sabbath 
Schools f  April  8,  1818. 

THE  day  in  which  we  live  is  a  day  of 
peculiar  interest.  Unparalleled  exertions 
are  making  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom,  and  these  exertions 
are  attended  with  unparalleled  success. 
Religious  intelligence  of  the  most  glorious 
character,  like  fertilizing  and  refreshing 
streams,  is  flowing  in  from  every  quarter. 
The  spirit  of  prayer  and  supplication  is 
poured  out  upon  tlie  children  of  God ;  the 
hearts  of  the  people  are  opened  to  contri¬ 
bute  of  their  substance,  their-  time,  and 
their  talents  as  well  as  their  prayers  in  the 
work  of  God.  Multitudes,  in  various  parts 
of  the  Church,  among  the  difl'erent  deno¬ 
minations  of  Christians,  are  seen  pressing 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,  forsaking  the 
service  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  enlisting  under 
the  banner  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Joy 
and  rejoicing  are  in  the  habitations  of  the 
righteous,  because  the  cross  of  Christ  is  glo¬ 
riously  triumphant,  sinners  are  converted 
unto  God,  the  darkness  is  fast  hasting 
away,  and  already,  we  devoutly  hope,  our 
<»yes  behold  the  dawning  of  tliat  day,  so  long 
the  subject  of  prophecy  and  of  prayer, 
when  the  knowledge  of  God  shall  cover  the 
W'hole  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  seas. 

Among  the  signs  of  the  tiims  which 
dicer  our  spirits,  rejoice  our  hearts,  and 


encourage  us  in  labour,  we  consider  Sab¬ 
bath  Schools  as  holding  a  place  in  the  first 
rank. 

So  important  is  education,  that  a  regular 
course  of  academical  instruction  is  con¬ 
sidered  an  ample  fortune  for  those  who  are 
able  to  obtain  it.  A  state  of  ignorance  is  a 
state  of  barbarism  ;  and  without  religious 
instruction  man  is  neither  prepared  to  live 
nor  fit  to  die.  Ignorance  is  the  parent  of 
superstition,  and  the  fruitful  source  of  many 
of  those  evils  and  crimes  which  desolate 
society,  and  are  alike  damning  to  tlie  body 
and  the  soul.  So  deepl}  have  the  present 
age  lieen  impressed  w  ith  a  sense  of  the  im- 
|X)rtance  of  education  to  the  well  being, 
and  even  the  existence,  of  civilized  society, 
to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of 
I  men,  that  associations  have  been  formed 
I  and  multiplied,  and  supported  by  the  most 
I  liberal  charities,  for  giving  instruction  to 
1  those  who  have  not  the  means  of  pro- 
I  curing  it  for  themselves ;  and  by  this  cha¬ 
rity,  we  are  warranted  in  saying,  more  has 
been  done  for  the  alleviation  of  human 
misery  and  the  promotion  of  the  real  hap¬ 
piness  of  men,  than  by  any  other  charity 
whatever.  In  this  charity  are  included 
Common  Schools,  Bible,  Missionary,  and 
Tract  Societies; — but  all  this  has  beeh 
found  insuiTicient. 

It  was  seen  that  there  W’ere  multitudes 
who,  although  a  school  was  opened  for 
their  reception,  could  not  afibrd  to  de¬ 
vote  their  time  to  this  object,  whose  daily- 
labour  was  requisite  to  procure  their  daily- 
bread  ;  and  others  from  different  causes 
found  it  impossible  to  attend ;  so  that  while 
the  Bible  was  put  into  their  hands  they-  wei*e 
unable  to  read  it.  And  shall  this  class  be 
neglected  ^  while  others  are  preparing  to  be 
useful  members  of  society,  shall  these  be 
left  to  prove  its  cui*se,  to  grow'  up  in  igno¬ 
rance  and  vice?  With  the  sacred  volume 
in  their  |X)ssession,  shall  they  be  permitted 
to  remain  ignorant  of  its  sacred  truths,  to 
go  down  to  the  grave  strangers  to  its  hopes 
and  consolations?  Forages  this  has  been 
the  deplorable  condition  of  multitudes  ua 
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our  commuaifj/i  I>ut  such  it  i:>  not  now. 
God  has  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  his  people 
to  provide  for  the  instruction  of  these  long- 
acglected  precious  immortals. 

The  plan  at  its  commencement  met  with 
much  opposition  ;  but  obstacles  have  been 
surmounted ;  difficulties  have  been  re¬ 
moved  ;  objections  have  been  answered ; 
l?abbath  Schools  have  been  established, 
and  the  experiment  lias  shown  that  the 
work  is  of  God.  The  report  which  has 
just  been  read,  and  the  company  of  in¬ 
structors  and  instructed,  assembled  this 
morning  in  this  sanctuary  of  gmee,  testify 
the  utility  of  these  institutions,  and  are 
alone  sufficient  to  destroy  every  thing  in  the 
form  of  an  objection.  The  sight  is  inter¬ 
esting  beyond  expression,  and  we  hardly 
know  which  to  pronounce  as  sharing  most 
richly  in  privilege,  the  instructers  or  the 
instructed.  In  this  charity  of  charities 
American  Christians  have  not  the  honour  of 
faking  the  lead ;  but  we  have  the  honour 
of  following  a  noble  example.  The  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Britain  went  before  us  in, this  work, 
and  we  state  the  fact,  because  wo  delight 
in  every  opportunity  of  giving  honour  to 
whom  honour  is  due. 

In  crossing  the  Atlantic,  my  Christian 
friends,  we  might  occupy  you  for  days  in 
reciting  some  of  the  glorious  results  of  this 
experiment  in  the  land  of  our  fathers  ;  and 
in  calculating  the  amount  of  good  which 
Las  been  done  in  that  country  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Sabbath  Schools,  we 
should  find  the  science  of  arithmetic  to  fail. 
Yes,  brethren,  the  value  of  the  work,  and 
llie  importance  of  the  object,  can  only  be 
estimated  by  the  value  of  the  soul  and  the 
Messedne.xs  of  .salvation. 

But  it  is  enough  for  us  at  present  to  look 
at  home. — And  hei*e  we  are  constrained  to 
say,  that  that  sex  which  might  have  been 
expected  to  go  forward,  with  too  much  in¬ 
difference  held  back ;  the  y  seemed  to  be 
afraid  to  meet  the  difficulties  whi<’h  were 
presented,  .and  to  lack  that  zeal  which  wa« 
rripiisitc  for  the  arduous  n.uderlaking.  To 
ibe  honour  of  the  female  sex  be  it  spoken, 
.I'at  ♦belrs  ihe  holv  boldnc««  and  the 


ardent  zeal,  to  take  llie  foremost  rank ; — 
and  it  is  both  our  duty  and  our  pleasure  to 
make  this  acknowledgment  on  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Female  Sabbath  School 
Union.  But,  to  the  honour  of  the  otlier  sex, 
it  will  be  remembered,  that  they  were  not 
backward  to  follow  so  bright  an  example  ; 
and  now  both  sexes  are  employed,  .and,  in 
the  establishment  of  Sabbath  Schools,  have 
introduced  a  new  era  in  the  Christian 
world. 

Mothers  with  their  daughters,  fathers 
with  their  sons,  have  embarked  in  this  in¬ 
teresting  work.  And  what  have  they  ack 
complished.^  Brethren,  we  cannot  tell 
you.  Much,  much  has  been  done  to  re¬ 
joice  the  heart  of  every  friend  of  man — to 
refresh  and  gladden  the  Church  of  Go»J 
ujKjn  the  earth,  and  spread  a  holy  joy 
throughout  the  hosts  of  heaven.  The  su- 
perintendants  and  teachers  in  these  Schools 
have  gone  from  street  to  street,  visiting  the 
habitations  of  the  poor,  tlie  destitute,  and 
the  ignorant,  and  have  thus  collected 
children  in  these  circumstances,  without 
distinction,  wherever  they  have  found  them ; 
they  have  required  no  certificate  of  recom¬ 
mendation  but  poverty  and  ignorance ;  and, 
taking  these  objects  of  charity  by  the  hand, 
they  have  led  them,  from  Sabbath  to  Sab¬ 
bath,  to  the  place  of  instruction. 

Nor  ha.s  this  instruction  been  directed 
alone  to  children ;  they  have  also  regarded 
those  who,  through  neglect,  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  And  now 
in  our  Schools  is  presented  the  interesting 
spectacle,  parents  and  their  children,  hoary 
age  and  lisping  infancy,  learning  together  to 
read  the  w’ord  of  God,  and  unite  their  hearts 
and  %'oices  in  solemn  prayer  and  praise 
with  their  instructers.  Many  who  were  not 
able  to  say  their  letters,  hare,  in  so  short  a 
time  as  to  be  almost  iacredible,  had  we  not 
the  facts  Ix'foi’e  us,  lie^n  taught  to  read  the 
Bible,  and  have  committed  to  memory  large 
portion-:  of  Scripture.  Many,  many  have 
been  found,  t  \cn  in  this  Christian  city,  who 
were  not  only  unable  to  read,  but  who  had 
^  never  been  told  (hat  they  were  sinners,  had 
^Jeve^  *eeu  :i  OF  ii<  aj’d  the  piecioiis 
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jikme  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Saviour.  These  taken  his  redeemed  ones  to  the  blessedness 
objects  of  charity  are  now  not  only  Instruct-  and  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  above, 
ed  in  the  Schools,  but  go  witli  their  teachers  Many  thousands  are  now  receiving  in¬ 
to  the  house  of  God,  and  enjoy  the  privilege  struction  in  this  city,  in  Sabbath  Schools — 
of  public  worship.  Thus  now  is  the  Sabbath  the  exact  number  we  are  not  able  to  state, 
employed  by  tliousands  in  our  city,  who  be-  We  are  surprised  at  what  has  been  accom- 
lore  were  found  in  the  streets,  profaning  plished  in  so  short  a  time.  But  although 
the  sacred  day  and  disturbing  the  public  much  has  been  accomplished,  there  is  yet 
peace.  much,  very  much  remaining  to  be  done. 

We  know  that  the  labour  of  instructers  is  You  are  not,  my  Christian  friends,  to  be 
great  and  arduous;  in  their  work  they  are  satisfied  willi  what  is  past;  but  let  the  past 
called  to  make  many  sacrifices,  and  to  ex-  stimulate  you  to  future  exertion  in  the  great 
ercise  much  self-denial ;  but  we  also  know,  and  glorious  work ;  and  whatever  may  be 
that  in  the  good  which  they  have  been  (he  in  your  power  to  do,  do  it  with  readiness 
means  of  accomplishing,  they  have  a  sutfi-  and  cheerfulness,  whether  in  contributing 
cient  recoin j>ense,  not  only  for  the  toil  they '  to  the  funds  of  the  institution,  or  assisting  as 
have  undergone,  but  for  a  wliole  life  of  instructers.  The  question  with  each  of 
toil.  They  have  not,  in  their  instruction,  ^  you  should  be.  In  what  way  can  I  be  useful 
simply  rendered  a  temporal  benefit  to  the  |  in  promoting  the  benevolent  design  of  these 
objects  of  their  charity,  but  in  in4ny  in- ;  Schools  ?  It  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
stances,  under  God,  have  been  instru-  ^  drudgery ;  it  is  your  honour  and  your  privi- 
ments  of  good  that  will  be  remembered  lege.  A  nd  I  charge  the  people  of  God,  in 
throughout  eternity.  |  their  addresses  at  the  throne  of  grace,  not 

Brethren,  in  several  of  our  Churches  we  to  forget  Sabbath  Schools ;  remember  tlic 
see  many  sitting  down  at  the  table  of  the  ^  instructed,  and  pray  for  the  teachers.  I 
Lord,  commemorating  the  dying  love  oftheir  *  know  I  speak  the  desire  of  their  hearts. 
Redeemer,  walking  in  the  commandments  when  I  ask  your  pravers  in  their  behalf, 
of  God,  and  adorning  the  doctrine  of  their  And  let  those  who  are  engaged  in  this 
Lord  and  Saviour,  who  received  their  first '  interesting  work  not  be  discouraged.  Do  you 
religious  impressions,  and  were  brought  to  |  desire  honour  i* — you  have  it — the  honour 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  through  the  in- '  of  being  co-workers  with  God,  and  your 
strumentality  of  Sabbath  Schools.  j  reward  is  on  high.  Let  teachers  not  for- 

Teachers  have  been  called  to  attend  ma-  get  that  they  themselves  are  learners,  and 
ny  of  their  pupils  upon  tlie  bed  of  death  ;  ^  while  they  are  instructing  others,  let  them 
they  have  seen  them  in  dying  circum-  j  seek  in  fervent  supplication  the  teachings  of 
stances,  rejoicing  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  that  Spirit  which  alone  can  render  the  word 
of  God,  and  acknowledging  the  Sabbath  i  of  God  effectual ;  so  that  they  themselves 
School  as  fhe  school  in  which  they  first  be-  may  understand  the  truth,  and  know  its 
came  acquainted  with  Christ.  Thus,  while  j  power  in  their  own  experience.  Wo  be 
the  paleness  of  death  has  marked  them  for  unto  them  if  they  neglect  to  improve  the 
the  grave,  they  have  experienced  that  I  opportunities  which  they  enjoy  for  their 
peace  of  mind  which  passeth  all  under-  own  improvement. 

standing,  and  closed  their  eyes  for  ever  And  now,  ye  labourers  in  the  vineyard  of 
upon  the  world,  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  the  Lord,  take  coui-age.  The  blessing 
of  that  rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people .  which  has  attended  your  institution  is  a 
of  God.  j  pledge  that  the  same  blessing  will  still  fol- 

This  honour  has  God  put  upon  tliese  in-  low  you.  That  God,  who  ha?  called  you 
stitutions ;  he  has  made  them  nurseries  for  to  the  work,  will  undoubtedly  be  near  you, 
heaven;  in  them  he  has  called  sinners  from  and  sustain  you  in  it,  and  crown  your  la- 
darkness  into  light,  and  from  (hem  has  j  hour  with  success.  Be  not  wear}'  in  well- 
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doing ;  you  shall  assuredly  reap  if  you  faint 
not.  The  blessing  of  many,  ready  to  pe¬ 
rish,  shall  come  upon  you.  Many,  while 
you  live,  shall  call  you  blessed  ;  future 
generations  will  pay  their  grateful  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  those  who  patronized  and 
supported  Sabbath  Schools,  and  in  the 
great  day  multitudes  shall  rise  up  and  call 
you  blessed.  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine 
as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament ;  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as 
the  stars  for  ever  and  ever.  ^ 

Already,  methinks,  I  see  the  day  when  ' 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become ! 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ, 
when  the  love  of  God  shall  fill  every  heart, 
and  ever}'  mouth  show  forth  his  praise ; 
and  in  that  day  shall  Sabbath  Schools  be 
regarded  as  one  important  mean  in  the 
hand  of  God  in  ushering  in  the  millennial 
glory.  Nay,  I  look  further  still.  I  behold 
a  company  of  teachers  called  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  stewardship ;  and  ah !  my 
friends,  can  you  conceive  the  transport  of 
that  hour  w'hen,  finding  your  own  residence 
at  tlie  throne  of  God,  you  shall  find  your¬ 
selves  surrounded  by  the  objects  of  your 
present  charity  ;  and,  recognizing  those  to 
whom  you  have  administered  instruction 


here',  to  whom,  under  God,  your  instruc¬ 
tions  have  been  blessed,  you  shall  be  able 
to  say.  Here,  Lord,  are  we,  and  the  children 
thou  hast  given  us. 

Had  I  the  powers  of  an  angel,  and  an  an¬ 
gel’s  tongue,  my  powers  w^ould  prove  too 
feeble,  and  my  tongue  would  falter  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  describe  the  glories  of  that 
hour.  O  !  it  will  be  blessed  news  indeed, 
joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glor}'.  In¬ 
structors  and  instructed  interested  in  the 
same  covenant,  united  to  the  same  glorious 
head,  clothed  in  the  same  robe  of  spotless 
righteousness,  and  washed  in  the  same  pre¬ 
cious  blood,  collected  together  about  the 
throne  of  God,  shall  unite  their  voices  in 
celebrating  the  triumphs  of  redeeming 
grace,  singing  the  heavenly  anthem  unto 
Him  that  hath  loved  us,  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  hie 
Father,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion,  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

That  this  may  be  the  blessedness  of  the 
instructors  and  instructed  in  the  F'emale 
Sabbath  School  Union,  may  Go<l  of  his 
infinite  mercy  grant,  for  Christ’s  sake. 
Amen. 


Eitcrarp  anh  Scientific  3,ntcitt3cncc,  ^c. 


DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

WE  are  extremely  happy  to  find  that  the 
plan  for  establishing  an  Asylum  for  the  In¬ 
struction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  in  this 
city,  has  not  been  relinquished.  Upwards 
of  a  year  ago  a  society  was  formed  for  that 
purpose,  and  in  April,  1817,  an  act  of  in¬ 
corporation  was  obtained  from  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  the  State.  Nothing,  however,  was 
done  until  a  few  weeks  since,  when  a  dis¬ 
course  was  pronounced  bcifore  the  citizens 


of  New- York,  in  Ixhalf  of  the  institution, 
by  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  one  of  the 
vice-presidents.  It  is  due  to  this  produc¬ 
tion  to  state,  that  it  ranks  among  the  most 
finished  of  the  author’s  efforts,  and  that  it 
does  equal  credit  to  him  as  a  philosopher 
and  a  man  of  benevolent  feelings. 

The  following  extracts  we  doubt  not  will 
be  highly  gratifying  to  such  of  our  readers 
as  have  not  seen  the  discourse. 

“  Much  can  be  accomplished  for  them 
(i.  e.  the  deaf  and  dumb)  by  huinau  means 
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Oxn  be  done,  did  I  say  ?  Let  me  correct 
niyself,  and  say,  much  has  been  done  al¬ 
ready.  The  present  undertaking  is  not  an 
untried  project,  or  visionary  scheme  of  be¬ 
nevolence.  No;  it  is  an  experiment  that 
has  been  successfully  made ;  it  is  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  sanctioned  by  reiterated  trial.  The 
cautious  have  no  place  to  rest  a  doubt  upon. 
The  enterprising  consider  the  great  work 
as  achieved.  ^  hat  remains  is  as  plain  as 
a  school  upon  the  plan  of  Lancaster. 

“  The  task  was  deemed  by  the  ancients 
an  impossibility.  Lucretius  has  a  sentiment 
about  it,  which  has  been  translated  thus : 

T’  instruct  the  deaf  no  art  could  ever  reach, 

No  care  improve  them,  and  no  wisdom  leach. 

“  Deaf  and  dumb  persons  may  be  in¬ 
structed  in  four  different  ways.  1.  By  sig- 
niffcant  gestures  ;  2.  by  spelling  words  on 
the  fingers ;  3.  by  writing  words  and  sen¬ 
tences  at  full  length  ;  4.  by  actual  articu¬ 
lation  after  the  manner  of  those  who  hear. 

“  By  the  first  of  these,  the  Mimce  of  the 
Romans  are  reported  to  have  made  them¬ 
selves  understood,  on  almost  every  subject, 
by  all  wholxiheld  them.  Some  individuals 
of  the  Malay  tribes  in  North  America  are 
celebrated  for  the  skill  with  which  they 
convey  every  thing  they  wish  by  intelligible 
.signs.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Dunbar,  of 
Natchez,  has  explained,  in  a  very*  curious 
memoir,  the  manner  in  which  tlK*se  ges¬ 
tures  have  been  arranged  into  a  system.  A 
few  years  ago  I  witnessed  the  performance 
of  a  native  Ricara  from  the  Missouri,  who! 
was  a  proficient  in  this  mode  of  communi¬ 
cation.  It  is  by  this  method  chiefly,  that 
deaf  and  dumb  persons  among  us  receive 
and  impart  ideas. 

“  By  the  three  other  of  these  methods,  a 
|)laa  of  regular  instruction  has  been  in¬ 
vented. 

“  These  will  be  considered  under  the 
two  heads  of  the  British  and  of  the  French ; 
it  being  all  the  while  remembered  that  both 
methods,  which  are  artificial^  practise  the 
natural  gesticulations,  as  far  as  they  can  be 
useful.  The  modes  of  teaching  pursued  by 


certain  individuals  in  Spain,  Holland,  and 
Germany,  are  referable  to  the  one  or  the 
other  of  these. 

“  Of  the  British  method,  the  first  dis¬ 
tinguished  teacher  was  Mr.  Braidwood. 
He  instructed  pupils  at  Edinburgh.'  Mr. 
Green,  a  gentleman  of  New- York,  placed  a 
deaf  and  dumb  son  there  about  the  year 
1780.  The  succeeding  year  he  visited  the 
school,  and  wrote  an  account  of  it  from 
London,  to  the  late  Mr.  Bayley,  professor 
of  anatomy  in  Columbia  College,  &c.  I 
cannot  do  any  thing  so  much  to  the  point  a« 
to  read  you  the  letter.  [Vide  Medical  Re¬ 
pository,  vol.  viii.  p.  73 — 75.] 

“  This  justly  distinguished  teacher  in 
Scotland  has  l>een  succeeded  by  his  pupil. 
Dr.  Watson,  in  England.  His  school  is  in 
London,  the  most  prolific  place,  perhaps, 
on  the  terraqueous  globe  for  the  institutions 
called  charitable.  It  does  not  appear  to 
have  established  a  society  for  relieving  this 
class  of  persons,  until  1732;  when  an 
a.sylum  was  ojjened  *  for  the  support  and 
education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  children  of 
the  poor.*  The  benefits  of  it  have  since 
been  felt  by  many  of  those  compassionate 
objects.  They  are  admitted,  as  I  under¬ 
stand,  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  four¬ 
teen  ;  are  taught  to  speak  articulately,  and 
to  write  ;  and  are  made  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  letters,  and  of  the  sounds  con¬ 
stituting  speech.  They  are  also  instructed 
in  arithmetic.  By  an  acquaintance  with 
penmanship  and  calculation,  they  become 
qualified  for  the  common  business  of  life. 
Afterward,  the  acquisition  of  some  of  the 
most  useful  mechanical  arts,  enables  them 
to  earn  a  livelihood  and  to  be  comfortable. 
As  the  two  volumes  written  by  tliis  practi¬ 
cal  labourer  in  the  field  are  before  you  in 
print,  it  is  enough  that  I  mention  the  work 
with  respect,  and  refer  to  it  for  information, 
as  a  diMjument  of  peculiar  value. 

In  France,  the  Abbe  de  I’Epee  gathered 
the  deaf  and  dumb  into  a  seminary  of  his 
own,  and  taught  them.  His  successor,  the 
Abbe  Sicard,  continues  the  business  witli 
the  most  encouraging  result.  His  pupils 
learn  to  connect  the  powers  of  t]ie  letters  im 
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the  alphabet,  with  signs  made  by  the  fingers 
of  the  right  hand ;  to  understand  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  letters,  syllables,  and  words,  like 
other  students  ;  to  reduce  them  to  writing, 
according  to  the  rules  of  orthography  and  | 
syntax;  to  acquire  other  languages  than 
their  mother  tongue ;  and  in  short,  to  be¬ 
come  masters  of  every  thing  that  languages 
can  convey  to  the  mind. 

“  In  this  latter  plan,  pupils  are  not 
taught  pronunciation.  INI.  Sicard  has  be¬ 
come  convinced  that  the  voice  of  deaf  per¬ 
sons,  not  being  modulated  by  their  own  ear, 
is  necessarily  harsh,  uncouth,  and  ungrace¬ 
ful.  It  is  frequently  ditficult  to  be  under¬ 
stood.  He  has  therefore  omitted  it,  as  of 
no  substantial  service ;  resting  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  his  pupils  on  thetr  manual  alpha¬ 
bet  ;  their  conventional  gestures ;  their 
reading,  writing,  and  composition;  their 
ability  to  learn  languages ;  and  in  fine,  their 
/Opacity  to  attain  every  thing  relative  to 
language,  except  its  sounds  and  vocal  ut¬ 
terance.  The  scholars  of  his  seminary, 
therefore,  although  instructed  in  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  use  of  language,  continue  to  be 
dumb. 

“  From  a  neighbouring  city  a  missionary 
was  sent,  a  few  years  ago,  to  seek  in  the 
kingdoms  of  Europe  the  true  art  of  teaching 
the  deaf  and  dumb.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gal- 
laudet  returned  to  his  friends  a  qualified 
instructer,  upon  the  French  system.  He 
brought  with  him,  as  an  assistant,  a  most 
interesting  man,  Mr.  Clerc.  This  person 
never  heard  a  sound  or  uttered  a  word; 
being  deaf  and  dumb  from  his  birth.  Yet 
he  is  so  quick  and  intelligent,  that  he  has 
become  acquainted  with  both  the  French 
and  English  tongues,  which  he  wrhes 
with  graiTunatical  accuracy.  A  letter 
which  I  received  from  him  a  few  weeks 
.Tf^o,  is  a  correct  piece  of  English  compo¬ 
sition.  In  him  we  have  an  example  of  the 
ability  of  a  person,  himself  deaf  and  dumb, 
lo  give  tlie  necessarv'  instruction  to  others 
labouring  under  similar  disabilities. 

“  Nor  is  this  tlie  only  instance.  In  the 
city  of  Bourdeaux,  Mr.  Card  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Royal  Academy  there,  for  instructing 


the  deaf  and  dumb.  Although  he  is  now, 
and  always  has  been,  unable  either  to  hear 
or  to  speak;  yet  he  is  perfectly  qualified 
for  his  place,  and  performs  its  duties  in  a 
becoming  and  satisfactory  manner.  I 
know  by  his  writing  that  he  understands 
English  composition,  as  well  as  if  he  had 
the  sense  of  hearing,  and  had  spoken  the 
tongue  all  his  days. 

“  Such  are  the  two  plans  of  instruction 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  It  is  for  you,  fel- 
low-citiiens,  to  decide  whether  either  of 
them  U  worthy  of  adoption  in  this  city.” 

”  JS'umber  of  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

“  Sixty-three  are  ascertained  lo  be  re¬ 
siding  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  eight 
in  the  vicinity. 

“  It  is  believed  the  number,  when  dis¬ 
covered,  will  amount  to  one  hundred,  in  the 
city  of  New-York  alone. 

“  Those  in  the  city,  as  far  as  their  ages 
are  known,  are  as  follow  ; 

1  of  4  5  ears  of  age. 


7  from  15  to  18 
3  from  18  to  22 
2  from  23  to  30 

15  Children,  ages  unknown,  believed 
-  to  be  from  6  W  14. 


ARCHIVES  OF  THE  STUART  FA 
MILY. 


Among  the  foreigners  lately  arrived  from 
Rome,  says  a  French  paper,  is  Mr.  M’^atson, 
a  Scotch  gentleman,  who  is  on  his  way  to 
London.  Mr.  Watson  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  arcbves  of  the  Smart  family,  which  he 
discovered,  and  bought  of  M.  Tassoni^  the 
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Pope’s  auditor,  and  executor  to  the  will  of 
the  late  Cardinal  York.  These  papers  are 
actually  on  their  way  to  England,  the  Bri¬ 
tish  government  having  sent  two  men  of  war 
to  Civita  Vecchia  to  transport  them  thither. 
They  are  numerous,  authentic,  and  very 
valuafile — being  estimated  at  half  a  million. 
They  illustrate  every  thing  obscure  in  the 
history  of  the  last  Stuarts,  and  throw  new 
lights  on  the  literature,  the  history,  and  the 
politics  of  the  most  interesting  pericxJ  of 
modern  times.  In  the  literary  part  is  a 
correspondence  l>etween  King  James  and 
Fenelon,  .Swift,  the  Bishop  of  Rochester, 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  Marshal  Keith,  and 
other  equally  celebrated  personages.  In 
the  {x)Iitical  part  there  are  above  6000  auto¬ 
graphs  of  the  Stuart  family ;  as  well  as  a 
great  numljer  of  letters  from' Charles  XII. 
Peter  the  Great,  Louis  XIV.  and  almost  all 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe. 


ENGLISH  ARTISTS. 

Modern  patronage  has  created  in  Eng¬ 
land  not  less  than  nine  hundred  and 
THIRTY-ONE  professional  artists,  of  various 
<lescriptions,  resident  in  and  near  the  me¬ 
tropolis  ;  of  w’hom  tliere.are — 

532  Painters. 

45  Sculptors. 

149  Architects. 

93  Engravers  in  Line. 

33  in  Mixed  Styles. 

19  in  Mezzotinto. 

33  in  Aquatinta. 

22  on  Wood. 

And  what  deserves  to  be  specially  noticed, 
among  the  painters  there  are  no  less  than 
FOKTY-THHEE  ladics ! 


CURRAN. 

Mr.  C.  Phillips,  the  eloquent  barrister, 
has  in  the  prass  a  life  of  his  friend,  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Philpot  Curran.  This 
work  w’ill  comprise  an  account  of  the  legal, 
political,  and  private  life  of  Mr.  Curv^n  ; 


together  with  anecdotes  and  characters  of 
his  most  distinguished  cotemporaries,  many 
of  them  collected  from  his  own  ifps. 

m 

COLLEGES  OF  PHYSICIAxNS  AND 
SURGEONS  OF  NEW- YORK. 

At  the  annual  commencement  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New- 
York,  in  April  last,  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine  W'as  conferred  u[K)n  thirty-five 
graduates. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  the  Western  District  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  at  Fairfield,  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
ferred  tlie  same  degree  upon  eight  gradu¬ 
ates. 

PRUSSIC  ACID. 

In  a  curious  paper  on  tlie  use  of  the 
Prussic  acid,  in  various  diseases,  Dr.  Ma- 
gendie  has  given  the  following  general  re¬ 
sults  : 

1.  That  pure  Prussic  acid  is  a  substance 
eminently  deleterious,  and  altogether  unfit 
to  be  used  as  a  medicine. 

2.  That  the  Prussic  acid,  diluted  with 
w’ater,  is  beneficial  In  cases  of  chronic  and 
nervous  coughs. 

3.  That  the  Prussic  acid  may  be  useful 
in  the  palliative  treatment  of  phthisis,  by 
diminishing  the  intensity  and  frequency  of 

I  the  coTighs,  and  in  procuring  sleep. 


JN'Vw  mcilwd  of  detecting  arsenions  acid  or 

corrosive  sublimate^  when  in  solution. 

Take  a  little  recent  wheat  starch ;  add  to 
it  a  sufficient  quantity  of  iodine  to  give  it  a 
blue  colour.  Mix  a  little  of  this  blue  mat¬ 
ter  with  water,  so  as  to  have  a  blue  co¬ 
loured  liquid.  If  into  this  liquid  a  few 
drops  of  an  aqueous  solution  of  arsenious 
acid  be  put,  the  blue  colour  is  immediately 
changed  to  reddish  brown,  and  graduall' 
dissipated  entirely.  The  solution  of  cor¬ 
rosive  sublimate  orod’ices  nearlr  the  same 
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effect ;  but  if  some  drop?  of  sulphuric  acid 
be  added,  the  blue  colour  is  ag’aia  restored, 
if  it  has  been  destroyed  by  arsenious  acid  ; 

but  if  it  has  been  destroyed  bv  corrosive 

•  •  • 

:•  ’  limate  it  is  not  restored  either  by  sul¬ 
phuric  acid  or  any  other  acid.  [Bu^na- 
tellij  Ann.  de  Chim.  etPhys.  IV.  334.] 


LITERARY  NOTICE. 


KEW  WORKS. 

A  Catalogue  of  Books,  for  1818,  includ¬ 
ing  many  rare  and  valuable  articles  in  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  literature,  now  on  sale 
for  cash,  at  the  Literary  Rooms  of  J  ames 
Eastburn  &  Co.  in  Broadway,  corner  of 
Pine-Street,  New-York.  Price  75  cents. 

This  catalogue  contains  one  of  the  finest 
collections  ever  presented  for  sale  in  the! 
Fnited  State®.  The  Classical,  and  Latin  I 


and  Greek  Theology  is  very  choice,  and 
comprises  many  articles  not  to  be  found  in 
the  best  European  Catalogues.  A  Sap- 
plementarj'  Catalogue  of  about  L500  dift<;r- 
ent  works  is  now  preparing. 

An  Appeal  to  Men  of  Wisdom  and  Can¬ 
dour,  or  Four  Discourses,  preached  before 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Simeon,  M.A. 

The  Minister’s  Instructions  to  his  Peo¬ 
ple  on  the  Subject  of  Confirmation.  By 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  K.  Henshaw,  M.A. 

The  Religious  World  Displayed;  or  a 
View  of  live  four  Grand  Systems  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  Judai.sm,  Paganism,  Christianity,  and 
Mohamnudism.  By  the  Rev.  Robert 
Adam,  B.A.  Oxford.  3  vols.  8vo.  boards, 
§7  50. 

Childe  Harold’s  Pilgrimage  to  the  Red 
Sea,  and*  other  Poem*. 

Dialogues  on  Chymistry.  By  the  Rev. 
Joyce,  2  vols.  18mo.  bound, 


Co  Corrc'SponlientjS. 


VV.  &  X.  are  informed  that  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  their  poetical  communications. 

The  friendly  letter  of  W.  which  was  left 
for  us  with  our  Publishers,  has  received  our 
careful  attention,  and  we  return  to  him  our 
sincere  thanks.  On  the  subject  of  his  let¬ 
ter  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  him 
again,  if  he  should  perceive  continued  rea¬ 
son  for  his  conjectures  and  apprehensions. 
He  will  fK^rmit  us  to  add,  that  the  vJriter  of 
sitch  a  letter  could  certainly  contribute 
valuable  articles  for  our  pages. 

A  number  of  communications,  without 
signatures^  have  been  received,  but  as 


we  know  not  how  to  designate  them,  wc 
can  make  only  tliis  general  acknowledg¬ 
ment. 

Some  of  the  letters  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived,  induce  us  to  state  that  ‘  we  have  no 
desire  to  display  our  powers  of  repartee,  in 
a  public  disputation  with  anonymous  cor¬ 
respondents.  At  the  same  time,  we  shall 
thankfully  avail  ourselves  of  all  the  inform¬ 
ation  that  may  be  transmitted  to  us.’ 

Z»Tat,  Y,  and  our  other  friends,  whnf 
afford  us  their  constant  assistance,  will  ac¬ 
cept  our  sincere  gratitude  for  their  fa¬ 
vours. 


